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From colony to civil
war: lecture explores
the history of Zimbabwe
By Mike Massey ’06
Senior News Staff

On Thursday, November 11,
the Black Studies Program and
the Department of Political
Science sponsored a lecture on
the civil war in
Zimbabwe in
LECTURE Moore Hall. The
moderator was
Dr. Julius Nyang’oro.
The lecture began with
Nyang’oro theory regarding the
instability of African nations
following revolutions and gov
ernment changes. “In post-revo
lutionary Africa,” Nyang’oro
said, “.. .you are bound to have
serious conflict with the first
generation of revolutionaries. It
takes a while for conflicts to
work their way out through po
litical exchange.”
“It was a very interesting
theory,” said Dr. Deirdre Bird,
Assistant Professor of Market
ing at PC. Dr. Bird was bom in
the African nation, Rhodesia,
and lived there for 22 years. She
also lived in South Africa for 10
years. “The theory also holds
for a lot of conflict globally. It’s
taken centuries for conflicts to
work out in Europe,” she said.
Nyang’oro explained that
because many of the civil con
flicts in Africa were stopped
before a deciding winner could
be determined, contrasting
viewpoints and bad blood still
remain. In the case of Zimba
bwe, that country is “a reflec
tion of the non-resolution of
revolutionary problems,”
Nyang’oro said.
Following a civil war that
lasted for much of the 1970s,
Robert Mugabe, the former

leader of the Zimbabwe African
National Union (ZANU), came
to power as the nation’s presi
dent. The main purpose of the
war was to regain the land taken
away from the blacks by Brit
ish Colonizers, and for the most
part, according to Nyang’oro,
Mugabe lived up to his prom
ises.
“President Mugabe was seen
as a smart leader when other
[African] governments were
reeling from other crises,”
Nyang’oro said.
During the 1980’s, Zimba
bwe enjoyed a robust economy
and steady agriculture. These
would mask to the world the
increasing conflict taking place
inside the nation.
“Mugabe resolved that
whites would run the economy
and [Mugabe] would run poli
tics so he could crush his oppo
nents,” Nyang’oro. It was this
neglect for the economy that led
to massive hyperinflation and
famine as crops failed to yield
acceptable harvests.
“For outsiders, the conflict
seemed
contradictory,”
Nyang’oro continued. “Zimba
bwe was seen as a haven.. .other
African countries were filled
with turmoil. Zimbabwe was
filled with turmoil and intellec
tuals.”
Zimbabwe’s main problem
today is its lack of stable cur
rency. The inflation rate is
1000%. In 1994, one American
dollar equaled six or seven Zim
babwean dollars. As of July 1,
2003, one American dollar was
equal to 4,500 Zimbabwean
dollars. [Zimbabwe] went from
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Bargain Books Abroad
Why are books so expensive in the United States
and so cheap abroad?
book market rapidly. What they
do not realize is that they may
News Staff
be getting more than they bar
very semester at gained for in this process.
Providence College,
This issue jumped into the
students
spend public spotlight when the New
hundreds of dollars York Times recently published
on textbooks for classes.
an article about textbook sales
Bookstores at colleges provide overseas and price discrepan
students with easy access to cies, featuring two students
purchasing these books, though from various elite universities
sometimes at steep prices. who have started businesses re
Wouldn’t it be great to be able selling textbooks they had
to buy the same books at bought cheaply from overseas
cheaper prices and save a ton distributors. The article went on
of money?
to elaborate on the differences
Students in America’s col
between prices of textbooks
leges all across the country bought in the United States ver
have caught onto this idea and sus textbooks bought overseas
run with it, changing the text
and online.

By Meghan Welsh ’06

E

Interestingly enough, some
college bookstores have de
cided to order books from
these foreign suppliers in or
der to pass the savings onto
their students. Providence
College’s bookstore, however,
is not one of them. None of the
textbooks sold at Providence
College are bought from pub
lishers outside of the United
States, though there is no
doubt that many students
would take advantage of such
a deal.
“If the cheaper books were
coming from a valid source, I
would not hesitate to buy them
at all,” Kim Dubuc ‘05 said.
BOOKS/Page 3

Lecture tackles questions of diversity at PC
By Stephanie Barkus ’05
Senior News Staff

How can the issue of diversity be
addressed at Providence College? This
was the question many students were left
pondering after the final installment of
“Race: The Power of an
Illusion” on Tuesday,
LECTURE
Nov. 4, which focused on
the existence of racial
inequality in society today and sparked
a lively discussion about the lack of
diversity at the College.
In two previous parts, shown over the
past two weeks, the documentary
explained that there is no biological basis
for “race”, explaining that much of the
variation in the human population can
be found between people of the same
ethnic background. The series also
demonstrated how the need for a
justification for slavery led to the
development of the concept of societal
race.

The third part of the documentary set
out to demonstrate that even in the postcivil rights period, inequalities still exist.
While there is, according to the film,
equality of opportunity, there is not
equality of condition, a problem that
exists because the issue of inequalities
already in place during the civil rights
era was never addressed.
The documentary began by focusing
on the status of the large number of
immigrants that came to the United
States at the beginning of the 20th
century. While many came seeking
opportunity and freedom, there were
conditions that forced them to accept
hard jobs for low pay. It then shifted its
focus to racial discrimination following
World War II, showing that the
distinction between different groups of
Europeans disappeared but a housing
system was put into place that still
inhibits racial equality today.
“I thought the movie was very
informative because it discussed housing

'05/The Cowl

Students in More Hall gather to see a documentary on the nature of race
and discrimination in America, as well as diversity at PC.
segregation, because it’s something we is part of the system of white privilege?”
don’t really hear about,” said Lisa Viau asked Hirsch. He explained that overall,
94 percent of the students at PC are
’04, who attended the event.
After discussing discrimination in white, and only 6.6 percent of applicants
society as a whole, discussion turned to to the last class were minority students.
the level of diversity at PC.
“We need to have more black and
“Is this an institution in any way that
RACE/Page 3
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News Briefs
Trick-or-Trot race raises
money for charity
On Thursday Oct. 30 over 50
students - many in costume participated in the Trick-or-Trot
charity race. Organized by nine
students in Dr. Daniel Home’s
marketing class, the event raised
money for the Ronald
McDonald House.
In the week preceding the
Trick-or-Trot, the marketing
class members went around the
dorms and sat in Slaving with
free orange and black t-shirts
given to any student who
donated $5 and signed up to ran.
Participants gathered in the
circle in front of Raymond Hall
starting at 4:30 p.m., many
dressed in Halloween costumes,
and all ready to ran. At 5:00 a

D.J. called the runners to the
starting line of the three
kilometer (1.8 mile) course
around the Providence College
campus.
Tom Magaldi ’06, dressed in
a skirt and a cut-off Trick-orTrot shirt, won the race while
the title of “Best Costume” was
given to a student dressed as
Waldo from the Where’s Waldo?
books. Both were awarded
prizes and free water, Red Bull,
and pizza were offered to the all
the participants as they crossed
the finish line.
Stephanie Suehnholz ’04, a
student in Home’s class, helped
organize the event. “I was just
really happy about the turnout,”
she said, “it was a really fun
event.”
—Megan Comerford ’06

On Thursday, Oct. 30, students turned out in costumes to run a three kilometer (1.8 mile)
race around the Providence College Campus. Proceeds from the race were donated to the
Ronald McDonald House. Over 50 students turned out for the event.
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Race: documentary explores the roots of segregation
continued from front page
Hispanic students...” said Hirsch.
Students gave a number of reasons
why the school does not attract minority
students. For instance, one student
thought it is an issue of where the
school recruits. Another pointed out

problems with the curriculum, remarking
that the Development of Western
Civilization might as well be called the
“Development of the White Christian
Male.”
“I think that the school needs to
actively recruit in areas and schools that
are not primarily white and middle class

suburban schools,” said Viau.
“Obviously the students think it is an
issue and want it changed. It can’t be
changed unless the people who make the
decisions think it’s an issue.”
“I think these sort of events are
definitely few and far between” said
Miriam Darby ’04 of the series, which

was sponsored by Students Organized
Against Racism, the Department of
Sociology, Black Studies Program,
Balfour Center for Multicultural Affairs,
and the Department of Political Science
“I really enjoyed tonight’s dialogue,”
Darby said. “It was open and honest.”

Zimbabwe: inflation and starvation lead to civil strife
continued from front page
being a breadbasket to a basket case,”
said Bird.
“Zimbabwe doesn’t have its own
paper, so it can’t print money,” said
Nyang’oro. “Hoarding the currency is
the smartest thing because no one else
has money.. .then you can actually pur
chase things.”
To make matters worse, the 20002001 harvest yielded hardly any returns
at all and the country faces starvation on
a massive scale. “The agriculture system
will take years to rebound,” said Bird.
“Commercial farms have been allowed

to collapse...the infrastructure must be
rebuilt.”
March 2003, saw the most recent
presidential elections in Zimbabwe, in
which Robert Mugabe was re-elected
amid corruption charges. “The U.S. gov
ernment does not recognize Mugabe,”
Nyang’oro continued. The United States
has imposed “smart sanctions” on
Mugabe in an attempt to force him to
relinquish power. An example of these
sanctions may be freezing of his over
seas accounts so he cannot travel out
side of Zimbabwe. “...Put him in a
box...Make life uncomfortable...”
Nyang’oro said, describing the sane-

tions.
Towards the end of the lecture,
Nyang’oro looked to the future and de
scribed what may be necessary for Zim
babwe to accomplish to pull itself out
of the current quagmire it is now in.
“They lack international legiti
macy...the [European Union] has
pledged money...” said Nyang’oro. But

why haven’t these nations done anything
yet?
“President Mugabe has to go,” said
Bird. “[Mugabe] must step down or the
country will boil over and the end will
be ghastly...I think the Zimbabwean
people have the skill to set up a govern
ment themselves.,.they can rebuild the
economic base.”
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Books: domestic prices higher than prices abroad
continued from front page
“The bookstore can be ridiculously ex
pensive and it would be great to save the
money.”
“Valid” is the key word here. While
the textbooks may be cheaper, there are
a number of problems that can arise
when ordering textbooks online from
other countries. Publishing companies
change the editions of their books fre
quently, so students may easily buy a
cheaper, outdated version of a textbook
that they would buy at their college
bookstore for more money and find that
it is impossible for them to use it for the
class they are taking. Also, CD-ROM or
extra features included with the textbook
in the US are often not included in the
international copies.
Joe Rushworth, the manager of the
Providence College Bookstore, has been
involved in the textbook industry for 25
years, 20 of them at the bookstore here
on campus. He is a believer that there
are many risks in buying books abroad
that students are not aware of.
“Many times, students will purchase
a textbook and not get exactly what they
were looking for,” Rushworth com
mented. “They may be buying an Inter
national Edition of an American text
book, which may have completely dif
ferent pages, chapters, and assignments.”
Rushworth noted that since the phe
nomenon of buying textbooks abroad is
so new, the American Publishing Asso
ciation has had very little time to re
spond. He does admit that they are tak
ing notice of this outbreak, though. The
National Association of College Stores
Bulletin has recently informed college
bookstores of what they should do re
garding overseas pricing.
“There is no doubt that they [publish
ing companies] will have to make ad

justments to prevent students from do
ing this,” Rushworth said. “It is also an
issue of supply and demand. Textbook
publishers have to be wondering why
they are selling, say, fifty times more
chemistry books this year in England
than they did last year.” There are enough
textbooks in these countries to supply
what their demand has usually been, but
not enough for all of the students in the
US, as well.
While some may be skeptical that
price differences are that significant,
simply comparing prices on
Amazon.com versus Amazon.co.uk
might be enough evidence to convince
them. Both websites are owned by the
same company and the textbooks sold
to different parts of the globe are pro
duced by all of the same publishing com
panies, but there are obvious differences
in price.
For example, a textbook on
Amazon.com entitled “Linear System
Theory and Design” is sold to students
purchasing from the U.S. for $110.00.
However, a student using Amazon.co.uk
can purchase the exact same textbook for
$49.81 with a slightly higher shipping
cost. On this single book, a student can
save $60.19. With as many textbooks as
students buy today, the differences in
price could really add up.
Many students do not understand why
a textbook that costs $120 in the U.S.
can cost $50 if sold in Europe. Part of
this problem has to do with where the
books are sold, according to Rushworth.
Publishing companies can charge
$100 for a book and still sell thousands
of them because American students can
and will pay it. Selling the same book in
countries like India or the Philippines
where the average person has a much
lower income forces the companies to
lower the price of the book, as they
would not be able to sell enough of them

if they did not. Many Americans don’t
believe that this is right for publishing
companies to do and have responded ac
cordingly.
Rushworth said, “There has been this
explosion of the debate of students buy
ing textbooks abroad because suddenly
they have taken more notice of the
cheaper prices. They are realizing that
something is definitely not fair here.”
As more and more students are pur
chasing books overseas, the publishing
companies have begun to make a num
ber of changes. Because of this, it is
questionable how long the price differ
ences will last as the publishing compa
nies figure out ways to curb students
from taking advantage of buying books
abroad as a way of saving money. As it
is, many college bookstores still carry
ing the pricier books have begun to no
tice a decrease in sales.
On the other hand, students may opt
to pay the extra money the college book
store charges because of the convenience
of buying on campus. Students can go
to the bookstore and get the specific ver
sion of books that their professors have
requested. Another service that websites
often do not provide is the option of buy
ing used books or exchanging books. It
is also more difficult for websites to buy
books back from students at the.end of
the semester like PC will, according to
Rushworth.
“Sometimes when the bookstore has
seemed pricey, I’ve gone onto sites like
Amazon.com to look for my books,” said
Rafaela Kirloss ’06. “I have noticed there
are cheaper prices sometimes if you get
the books from other countries and ship
them here, but if you end up dropping
the class or changing your schedule,
you’re stuck with the book.”
Though it is not unusual for students
to complain that books at the Providence
College Bookstore are too expensive,

they may be getting a better deal in the
long run by paying more money not just
because of the inconsistencies of buy
ing abroad. According to the bookstore,
each dollar Providence College students
spend on books goes in different direc
tions.
According the Providence College
Bookstore’s website breakdown of text
book sales, most of the money paid for a
book, 67 percent, goes right back to the
publishing company itself. 9 percent
goes back to the author of the textbook.
2.5 percent is used to ship the books to
the bookstore and 12.5 percent of the
money goes towards running the store
itself. 9 percent of what students spend
on textbooks, however, goes straight
back to the college and may benefit
them.
This 9 percent is revenue given to
Providence College for academic pro
grams, student activities, capital im
provements, systems automation, and
reduction of school operating expenses.
In short, buying textbooks at the book
store on campus helps keep tuition down.
Bookstores abroad and online do not
spend this amount of their profit on the
students that are buying their books.
Rushworth noted that he has seen
little difference in sales at the Providence
College Bookstore in the past few semes
ters even as it has become more popular
to order books online. He attributes this
to the services that the school provides
that online ordering cannot. The Provi
dence College Bookstore is easier and
more accessible to students than
websites and other methods of textbook
purchasing abroad are.
“Buying textbooks right here in
Slavin is convenient for busy students,”
said Rushworth. “Going to another con
tinent to buy and return their textbooks,
however, is not.”
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Consecration of first openly gay bishop
by Jill Szaro

’05

World Staff

Rev. V. Gene Robinson was conse
crated Sunday as bishop of the Episco
pal Diocese of New Hampshire, the first
openly gay bishop in the
RELIGION Episcopal Church in the
United States. The
event was held at the
University of New Hampshire’s ice
hockey arena, and nearly 4,000 worship
ers gathered to witness the ceremonial
laying on of hands by more than 50 bish
ops while protestors and supporters
swarmed the sidewalks outside.
Some groups waved signs and passed
out pamphlets, while more than 200
UNH students sang songs and cheered
in support of Robinson. Dozens of po
lice officers were called in from not only
campus security, but also from Durham
and other surrounding towns in order to
keep the peace and provide a safe envi
ronment for everyone involved.
Robinson received enthusiastic sup
port throughout the service until Presid
ing Bishop Frank T. Griswold asked the
observers if there was any reason why
the consecration should not proceed.
Bishop David Bena of Albany pre-

BBC

The appointing of a gay bishop has
created a schism in the church
sented the crowd with letters from 36
bishops in the U.S. and Canada who ob
jected to the consecration, while Meredith
Harwood of New Hampshire told the
worshipers it would “break God’s heart”
if Robinson were appointed bishop.
Reverend F. Earle Fox approached the
microphone and described the sexual
practices of gay men until Bishop
Griswold interrupted him. He concluded
his statement by saying, “People who are
made in God’s loving image would not
engage in or bless or consecrate such be
havior.” Those who opposed the conse
cration silently walked out of the cer
emony in protest.

Speaking for the first time as bishop
of New Hampshire., Robinson ad
dressed the crowd by saying, “there are
people — faithful, wonderful, Christian
people — for whom this is a moment
of great pain, confusion, and anger.
They must know that if they must leave,
they will always be welcomed back into
our fellowship.”
Robinson, who has openly lived with
his partner Mark Andrews for 14 years,
was elected to lead the New Hampshire
diocese in July and was confirmed by a
national convention the following
month. He is the first openly gay bishop
in the Anglican Communion, which is
made up of 70 million members, includ
ing about 2.3 million American Epis
copalians.
The Episcopal Church is the Ameri
can branch of the Anglican Commun
ion. There is concern that the appoint
ing of a gay bishop by the Episcopal
Church will have devastating repercus
sions for the Anglican Communion.
The consecration has drawn attention
from all over the world. Conservatives
in the Episcopal Church U.S.A and An
glican leaders throughout the world
have released warnings that these events
could result in a schism in the Anglican

People who are made
in God’s loving im
age would not engage
in or bless or conse
crate such behavior.
Reverend F. Earle Fox
Communion. Anglican churches in parts
of Africa, Asia, and Latin American have
warned that they would not recognize a
gay bishop, while the archbishop of Can
terbury Rowan Williams announced that
he was disappointed that the American
Episcopal Church would disregard the
opinions and ideals of the Anglican
churches throughout the world.
While gay and lesbian activists are
calling the consecration of Bishop V.
Gene Robinson a triumph in the struggle
for tolerance in the church, Bishop
Robinson will likely face enormous ob
stacles as he strives to gain future rec
ognition and acceptance by the Angli
can Communion.
Sources: Boston Globe, Washington
Post, New York Times

Possible Microsoft - Google merge
by Andrew

Blaylock ’05

World Staff

The Microsoft Corporation has ap
proached Google, the Internet search
engine, about a possible merger or out
right takeover. Microsoft is the largest
software maker in
BUSINESS the world and
Google is currently
search engine.
the most accessed
“Google, more than any other, has
shown that a successful business can be
built around search. Despite the e-commerce hype, the No. 1 activity online is
search,” says Jupiter Research’s Mat
thew Berk. Search engines accounted
for six of the top 10 most visited Web
sites in September, according to Nielsen/
Net Ratings.
Google is currently a privately held
company. It was founded by Sergey Brin
and Larry Page in 1998, both graduates

College
News
by

of Stanford University where they stud
ied computer science. After a few years
in operation, Google surpassed competi
tors AltaVista, Ask Jeeves, and Yahoo as
the most utilized individual search en
gine.
Microsoft officials have indicated that
if the two sides can not reach an agree
ment, Microsoft would not be hesitant in
pursuing Google in the future.
Many analysts have said previous to
the opening of discussions with Google
Microsoft had intended to develop its
own search programs separate from
Microsoft’s portal and search engine,
MSN, which lost $299 million in the last

fiscal year.
Microsoft is also creating new search
features for its next Windows operat
ing system which is due out in 2005.
The new Microsoft Windows version
would have search capabilities with
word documents, spreadsheets, e-mail
on PCs and the Internet.
Google is currently in meetings with
numerous investment banks for the pos
sible underwriting of an Initial Public
Offering, which executives hope to ex
ecute sometime early next year.
Goldman Sachs, Morgan Stanley, Credit
Suisse First Boston, Citigroup, J.P.
Morgan Chase and Thomas Weisel Part
ners are currently competing for the
underwriting privilege. The company
is planning to sell about 10 to 15 per
cent of its value to the public, which is
expected to raise more than $2 billion.
This capital will be advanced to Google
employees, venture capitalists and early

investors.
Many Internet and technology execu
tives and venture capitalists have differ
ences of opinion on Google going pub
lic. Sequoia Capital and Kleiner Perkins
Caufield & Byers said that “partners at
the firms have been focusing closely on
the timing of the Google offering, hop
ing to help jump-start a rebirth of the
technology market of the 1990s.”
Others though are not as optimistic.
“Google is such a unique company that
its offering, if and when it comes, is not
likely to set off a similar train of events,”
said one analyst. “There was a time we
were all looking forward to Google” one
venture capitalist said on Thursday. “But
it’s become such an unbelievable event
that it is a juggernaut. I no longer be
lieve that it will open up the market
broadly.”
Sources: New York Times, CNN, Wall
Street Journal

Study - diversity may stem drinking

Matthew Sullivan ’04
World Staff

Over the last few decades, the debate
over the importance of racial and gen
der diversity has raged across American
college campuses. A new report from
Harvard University to be published in
the November issue of the American
Journal of Public Health that suggests
that schools that have higher percentages
of women and racial minorities have
lower rates of binge drinking will surely
add to this debate.
The report from Harvard School of
Public Health was done over 10 years
and studied over 53,000 college students
at 114 schools. In the report, the authors
present data that schools with 21 percent
minority student population or higher
have 44 percent of students who are clas
sified as heavy drinkers whereas schools

Universal

White males are less likely to binge
drink at a racially diverse school, says
a report at Harvard University.
with lower minority populations binge
drinkers constitute 53 percent of the stu
dent population.

The report says that underage white
males were most likely to be binge
drinkers, but were less likely to do so at
more racially diverse schools. Henry
Wechsler, one of the reports author said,
“If you have younger white males to
gether to the exclusion of other groups,
you’re going to have fewer role models
for lighter or nondrinking behavior.”
However, the report does not con
clude that this type of diversity and less
heavy drinking and racial diversity are
directly related but only that there is a
correlation between the two. The report
did not say what effect a more racial
diverse school would have specifically
on fraternities and male freshman dorms
but only said it was less likley for un
derage white males to drink in general
at more racially diverse schools.
Binge drinking for college students
is defined as having five or more con

secutive drinks a night in a one two week
period for males, and four over same
time for females. Numerous studies over
the past number of years have shown
binge drinking results in increases in
vandalism, health problems, and some
times death.
The authors of the report believed the
findings of the new study should influ
ence the college admission and housing
policies in order to reduce the amount
of binge drinking. “Although various
interventions have been attempted to
lower the level of binge drinking, to our
knowledge, colleges have not yet exam
ined housing and admissions policies,
and student demographics to that end,”
the report said.
Sources: Washington Post, NBC, Reuters
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Week in Review
_________________________ Compiled by Sarah Long ’04_____________
The Chinook helicopter exploded in
Local:
the air after the gunman hit the rear
Civil court finds one cop guilty in
blade. The attack took place just out
Young Jr.’s case
side of the city of Falluja, 30 miles west
The 10-person, all white federal jury
of Baghdad.
ruled that the rookie police officer in
Witnesses saw a gunman hide behind
volved in the Cornel Young Jr. shooting
a date tree and at the helicopter, but offi
violated Young’s rights, while the other
cials have yet to say who is responsible.
officer did not.
Michael Solitro III had been on the
Afghan constitution unveiled
job for only eight days when he and
According to the proposed constitu
three-year police veteran Carlos A.
tion, Afghanistan will be an Islamic re
Savaira shot Young, a black police of
public with a presidential system. The
ficer, in a Providence restaraunt. The
AP
government will be headed by an elected
officers allegedly did not realize that
A U.S. Humvee patrols the “Green
president, vice president, and a bicam
Young was a cop, and shot at him when
Zone” in Baghdad Tuesday.
eral Parliament, and the country may
they thought he was going to shoot a
“Green River” because the killer dropped have democratic elections as soon as
civilian.
“I’m ecstatic that civil rights have the bodies in the Green River in a suburb 2004.
Islamic hard-liners worry that the
gotten half a loaf of bread,” said Clifford south of Seattle, Wash, in the mid 1980s.
post-Taliban Afghanistan will become a
R. Montiero, president of the Provi
secular state.
dence chapter of the National Associa Bush signs new abortion bill
A spokesman for the commission
President George W. Bush signed the
tion for the Advancement of Colored
bill yesterday that was passed by the U.S. said, “The draft is based on Islamic prin
People. “I wish it was a whole loaf..”
The ruling marks the end of the first Congress last week that would prohibit ciples and recognizes that no law can be
contrary to the sacred religion of Islam.”
stage in the $20 million lawsuit by “partial birth” abortions.
Under the Taliban, men were forced
Young’s mother, Leisa E. Young, against
“Today, at last, the American people
the Providence Police Department. Cor
and our government have confronted the to grow beards, women were denied edu
nel is the son of Maj. Cornel Young, Sr., violence and come to the defense of the cation, and the state executed people in
who is the highest ranking black officer innocent child,” Bush said in a speech public sports arenas.
The new proposed constitution em
in the Providence Police Department. Wednesday.
The law makes it illegal for doctors phasizes equal rights for all citizens, the
He is not involved in his wife’s suit.
to perform the abortion procedure after education of women, and will allow po
National:
the first trimester, called intact dilation litical parties to participate in the gov
ernment that “do not contradict the prin
Man pleads guilty to killing 48 women and extraction.
ciples of Islam.”
Gary Ridgway’s confession is part
The draft will be debated by the loya
of a plea bargain to avoid the death pen International:
jirga grand assembly next month.
Gunman kills 16 Americans in Iraq
alty.
An attack by guerrila gunman on an
“I wanted to kill as many women as
I thought wre prostitutes as I possibly American helicopter in Iraq killed 16 and Sources: New York Times, BBC, Provi
could,” he said in a statement in King wounded 20 others in the deadliest attack dence Journal, Washington Post
County Superior Court.
on Americans since the war “officially”
The killing spree is known as the ended.
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AskDC
What is the
significance of the
recent antiAmerican violence
in Iraq?

“The more progress we make on
the ground, the more free the Iraqis
become, the more electricity is
available, the more jobs are
available, the more kids that are
going to school, the more desper
ate these killers become, because
they can't stand the thought of a
free society.”

President George W. Bush

Weekly

Bill and
Spotlight Melinda Gates
by

Sarah Long ’04
World Editor

The world’s richest couple also heads
the world’s largest foundation.
Through the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation, the couple has donated $3.2
billion to global health projects, $2 bil
lion for education and learning world
wide, and $477 million to community
projects in the Northwest Pacific.
Much of the $3.2 billion for global
health has gone into financially risky
research projects. The foundation has
contributed $126 million to find an
AIDS vaccine and $50 million to find a
vaccine for Malaria. Though these re
search projects have not yet seen tan
gible results, a breakthrough in one of
the projects could potentially save mil
lions of lives.
For one project, the foundation has
contributed $50 million in 1994 to make
the small southern African country of

Botswana the model country for AIDS
treatment. The project is only beginning
to get results, with only a few thousand
being treated of the 110,000 people who
need immediate treatment.
Bill and Melinda feel that with great
wealth comes the responsibility to make
the best of their assets. “Bill worked re
ally hard and he’s been incredibly smart
at some things, but also very, very lucky.
Given that, we both feel a huge respon
sibility to do what we can with that re
source,” said Melinda.
Some say that the Gates’ contribution
is an effort improve Microsoft’s image
in light of the antitrust suits in the past
few years.
However, the couple’s hands-on ap
proach in their cause indicates otherwise.
They trek to remote and desolate parts of
the world, read extensively about immu
nology and infectious diseases, and in
terrogate doctors about their treatment
methods. Also, though the monopoly case

pouring out at a faster rate than ever.
The Bill and Melinda Gates Founda
tion now has $25 billion, and the couple
has pledged to donate most of the rest of
their $40.7 billion personal fortune by
the time they die, leaving their children
relatively small inheritances.
Bill Gates founded Microsoft in 1975
when he was 19 years old, and dropped
out of Harvard University his junior year
to build the company. He is now Chair
man and Chief Software Architect of the
Corportation.
He married Melinda on July 1, 1994,
and they have three children together.
The company made $32.19 billion in
revenues in the fiscal year that ended
June 2003, and employs 54,000 people
in 85 countries.

“It weakens the position of the
President and my Democratic
opponents. There are now almost
400 people dead who wouldn’t be
dead if that resolution hadn’t been
passed and we hadn’t gone to war.”
2004 Democratic Presidential
candidate Howard Dean

Sources: Washington Post, BBC,
Microsoft Corporation

Computer allieviates fear
It is generally accepted that the best
way to overcome a fear is to confront
it. Yet a new study indicates that
arachnophobia can be cured through vir
tual confrontation.
Eight subjects have entered
“spiderworld.” In the first stage, the
person walks into a bright, clean
kitchen. Yet just when all seems safe, a
tarantula crawls out from around the cor
ner. The scientists then encourage the
arachnophobe to move about the kitchen
for a while, rather than to exit the room.
After the subject becomes comfortable
in the company of the arachnid, a vir
tual bucket is placed in spiderworld. The
person is instructed to pick up the bucket

Hunaer Hottman helps an
arachnophobe overcome his fears.
to reveal the spider, and then put it back
down. After doing this repeatedly, ini
tial shock of seeing the spider wears off.

In the last stage, the subject virtually
comes face-to-face with a tarantula the
size of a fist that eats birds for prey.
Though the creature is nothing more that
a collection of pixels, “for them, the vir
tual spider was furry and solid,” said
Hunter Hoffman, who is one of the sci
entists involved in the experiment.
The results indicate that the virtual
spider experiment worked to ease
arachnophobia. Before the experiment,
the subjects could not come within five
feet of a tarantula in a glass cage. Now,
they are comfortable standing six inches
away.

—Sarah Long ’04
Source: BBC

It s clearly a tragic day for America.
In a long, hard war, we’re going to
have tragic days. But they’re
necessary. They’re part of a war
that’s difficult and complicated.”

Secretary of Defense Donald H.
Rumsfeld

Sources: New York Times, Washing
ton Post

The Cowl

Commentary
November 6,2003______________________________________________________________________________

Page 7

Oppression of Kurds impractical and inhumane
by

Stephanie Pietros ’04

putting off the inevitable to me. The
Kurdish people are not going anywhere
soon, nor should they, and Turkish
persecution, if anything, will only
strengthen their resolve.
These practical considerations do not
even touch upon the basic human rights
of the Kurdish people, but these are so

Senior Commentary Staff

Institutionalized ethnic persecution
does not even have the excuse of being
part of a marginal extremist group. At
least one expects persecution from an
extremist
group,
which generally does
WORLD not conform to any
ethical or legal
standards. It would at least make some
kind of sense to me; it could be explained
away by a radical fundamentalism that
knows neither reason nor human rights.
The ongoing Turkish persecution of the
Kurds, an ethnic group which comprises
nearly one-fifth of its population, is just
this kind of institutionalized persecution
that my brain simply cannot get a handle
on.
Perhaps institutionalized persecution
should not be that difficult to
comprehend.
Our own country
supported the institutionalized
persecution black Americans for years
on the sole basis of skin color.
Persecuting an ethnic group simply on
the basis of their unique identity,
customs, and language works on the
same illogical principles. After all, such
persecution is the very antithesis of
anything logical or humane.
As in the civil rights movement in the
United States, there are those Kurds who
support changing their repressed status
through violent means. The Kurdistan
Workers’ Party is one such group, and
their struggles have resulted in civil war
and the death of many—Kurds and Turks
alike. But there are others, as Martin
Luther King Jr. in the United States, who
have advocated a nonviolent path to
Kurdish cultural rights. Mehdi Zana and
his wife Leyla Zana are two prominent

One would think that advocating
nonviolence as opposed to
guerrilla warfare is hardly just
cause for being sent to prison.

AKAKURDISTAN.COM

Leyla and Mehdi Zana with their family. The Zanas have been treated
cruelly by the Turkish government for standing up for Kurdish rights.
advocates of nonviolent means of
achieving rights for the Kurdish people.
One would think that advocating
nonviolence as opposed to guerrilla
warfare is hardly just cause for being sent
to prison. But in the case of Leyla Zana,
the first Kurdish woman elected to the
Turkish parliament, simply speaking a
few words in Kurdish—that she would
struggle so that the Kurdish and Turkish
peoples may live together in a
democratic framework—after taking the
oath of office was enough to land her in
prison for 15 years. And this is just the
most recent in a series of brutal acts to
which the Zana family has fallen victim;
Mehdi Zana, while mayor of the largest

Kurdish city in Turkey, was imprisoned
in the 1980’s for advocating a non
violent solution to the Kurdish problem.
Leyla and their children were subjected
to various tortures while attempting to
visit him in prison.
Practically speaking, I find it
unbelievable that the Turkish
government would continue to follow
such policies of Kurdish persecution. It
has prevented their entrance into the
European Union, which they have long
desired, and generally earned them the
censure of the international community.
Additionally, to continually deny the
presence of such a large ethnic group
within the country only seems to be

common sense to me, they can almost
go without saying. The persecution of a
people for the basic fact of their cultural
identity deserves the greatest
condemnation from the international
community. The nonviolent means to
gain rights as advocated by Mehdi and
Leyla Zana should be supported to the
fullest extent.
And guess what? You all have a
chance to learn more about the current
situation of the Kurds in Turkey and
more specifically about Leyla Zana, who
is currently undergoing a new trial, but
without much hope of release before her
original anticipated release date. Mehdi
Zana will be speaking this coming
Monday, Nov. 10, at Brown University.
If, like me, you also have had a difficult
time of grasping the institutionalized
persecution of the Kurds in Turkey, I
urge you to go hear Mr. Zana speak. And
while you no doubt will be incredulous
at what you hear, remember that such
persecution has never been too far from
home.

Ignorance and indifference impede democracy
by

Leslie Nevola ’06

Commentary Staff

“We are bound by ideals that move
us beyond our backgrounds, lift us above
our interests and teach us what it means
to be citizens. Every child must be taught
these principles. Every
citizen must uphold
POLITICS them...I ask you to be
citizens: citizens, not
spectators; citizens, not subjects;
responsible
citizens,
building
communities of service and a nation of
character.”
These words, part of President
George W. Bush’s 2001 inaugural
address, are ironic when one considers
the state of true citizenship in America
today. There is no longer a unified sense
of dignity in engaging oneself in the civic
processes of the country. Voter turnouts
are at a low. Apathy is rampant,
especially in America’s youth.
Americans’ distaste toward, and distrust
of, politicians makes them want to stay
as far away from governmental
processes as possible, as if distance will
make the things they dislike disappear.
Nationwide lack of civic duty, ignorance,
and cynicism are all tied together in one
big, horrible mess.
What has brought about this new
disinclination to engage oneself in civic
life as a duty to one’s country? There are
many and various reasons and most stem
from the quality of civic education in
America today. Young people who say
that they feel as though politicians ignore
them do not realize that they are ignored
because of their own lack of
involvement. Pragmatically, politicians

will campaign and reach out to people
who they have good reason to believe
will vote for them, which means they pay
more attention to actual voters. It is a
vicious cycle that can only be curbed by
an increase in civic action in the youth
themselves. However, the young
Americans of today are ill-informed.
They do not know enough about political
processes to become civic-minded.
Though 39 states currently require
some kind of civic education before
students can graduate high school,
studies show that young people still do
not possess the knowledge about
governmental processes that they should
in order to be well-informed, involved
citizens. In addition, studies have shown
that “young people who have taken a
civics course are two to three times more
likely to vote, follow government news,
and contact public officials about issues
that concern them.” Thus, there is
definitely a direct link between civic
education and good citizenship.
The Representative Democracy in
America Project, part of the first
Congressional Conference on Civic
Education in Washington., in
conjunction with the National
Conference of State Legislatures, just
released a public opinion survey and
report titled “Citizenship: A Challenge
for All Generations.” The report reveals
some shocking and disturbing facts.
More young Americans knew the name
of the winner of last year’s American Idol
(Ruben Studdard) and the name of the
city where the Simpsons reside
(Springfield), than the political party of
their state’s governor (for Rhode Island,
Gov. Don Carcieri, a Republican). Fewer

than half of those polled knew the answer
to the last question. In addition, the
survey found that only 66 percent of
Americans between the ages of 15 and
26 think that voting is necessary in order
to be a good citizen. For those over the
age of 26, 83 percent believed the
same.

However, the young American
of today are ill-informed. They
do not know enough to become
civic-minded.
So what is to be done about this
obvious problem among America’s
young people—the political leaders of
tomorrow? “Where Did Social Studies
Go Wrong?,” a study by the Thomas B.
Fordham Foundation, offers six
solutions, three of which are extremely
important. First, the civic education that
does exist must be changed. Teachers
today tend to focus more on special
interest studies such as the women’s
rights movement or the anti-war
movement of the 60s, while ignoring, or
passing quickly through, such important
studies as the Revolutionary War, and the
events preceding and proceeding it that
led to the way American democracy
works today. Studying America’s
conception is essential to understanding
the role of the citizen in government.
Teachers should be passionate about
what they are teaching. If the teacher is
excited about civics, the students will be
too. In addition, adults and teachers alike
need to cultivate a more positive, less
cynical view of politics in their children

and students. It is a known fact that
children are hugely influenced by the
older people in their lives. Parents
especially must play a role in their
children’s civic development. A national
survey released last year found that, “The
single most important factor associated
with young adults’ sense of efficacy and
views of po’itics and government is their
parents. Whether or not parents discuss
politics with their kids, take their kids
with them to vote, and vote regularly is
highly correlated with whether their kids
engage in political life.”
“By definition, the strength of
representative democracy in the United
States depends on the involvement of
citizens...To ensure the continued
prosperity of our [democratic] country,
citizens must understand, appreciate, and
take part in the political process. More
civic education is an antidote to
indifference.” I would argue that better
civic education is the true antidote. Civic
education should focus on the facts of
history—what happened, when, why,
and what the results were. Students
should be allowed to formulate their own
opinions based on these facts. They
should also be more informed about the
way government works, and of the role
of every citizen in all processes of the
government-local, state, and federal.
Young people should be motivated to be
effective, active citizens. By the time a
student is ready to leave high school, he
or she should have a grasp of all basic
governmental processes. Information is
key to getting a student—or anyone involved in politics at any level. But it is
quality education that will cultivate
better citizens.
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Tangents and Tirades
Let us know if you have a clue, more Tangents and
Tirades are here for you.
Waiting for Casino It seems as though a large part of any social events I have
attended at PC will have been spent hanging around Peterson (everyone—recall
JRW). I suppose I may have to resolve myself to this inevitable fact. This was
proven to me again this weekend at the most recent class event, “204 Nights.” I
think the event, a Casino Night, was an excellent idea. The problem is, I feel like
all I did was wait in line all night. Line to get in, line for tokens, line to use tokens
to get drinks, lots of waiting around the blackjack tables with the hopes that maybe
I would be able to jump in for a few hands, and the mass chaos at the end of the
night when everybody attempted to cash in their chips. All I can hope for is that
future events will be much better staffed or under attended.
— Stephanie Pietros ’04
Call a doctor! I think the student health center in Bedford should have weekend
hours, and a doctor should be present more often. It always seems that I get sick on
the weekends and have nowhere to go for medical care. Calling an EMT or going
to the emergency room would be unnecessary for most illnesses. I just want to see
a doctor and most doctors offices have at least a few Saturday hours. Also, when
the health center is open, the doctor is not available all day. This is annoying
because not everyone has free time from classes in the morning to see the doctor
when he/she is at the center. — Courtney Arkell-Fargeorge ’06
Sucking the fun out of JRW Midterms. Housing. Registration for spring classes.
JRW. JRW. JRW. Junior Ring Weekend is a very special and memorable event for
juniors who have already made it halfway through their PC career. The weekend is
planned for months. Every event requires a substantial amount of time from a select
and dedicated core of students. Details are decided on. Secrets are kept. The point
is, JRW is supposed to be fun. So why do we torture ourselves by making preparation
for the weekend so stressful? Dates, flowers, and the perfect shade of gold eye
shadow are all trivial. There are so many other stressful things happening in
November. Sit back, relax, and enjoy what has been planned for us.
— Juliette Paul ’05

Providence Journal is missing in action Where is my paper? Where oh where
has my beloved ProJo gone? I woke up this Saturday morning and there was nothing
to read except homework. I don’t think you understand the distress this has caused
me. I need the Providence Journal. It is my life blood, my source of daily news,
commentary, entertainment, and so much more! But for the past four weeks it has
been conspicuously missing from its little metal box on the ground floor of Meagher
on both Saturdays and Sundays. Yes, that’s right. I have had to miss the Comics for
two weeks now! What is that about? Thus, I implore whoever is responsible for this
shameful oversight to please bring back my paper... right now. Thank you.
— Leslie Nevola ’06
Lend a guy a bench Some guy I know named Mike Ventura came up with an
idea for improving our campus. While walking around during the day sometimes,
I want to rest, and soon I discover that I cannot find a bench to sit on. I realize that
there are some benches here and there, but we need more. How about a couple
more on the quad, and benches placed around so that they are not almost attached
to a building? Though this tangent’s topic might seem boring, our campus really
does need some more benches. — Terence Sweeney ’06
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Letters to the Editor:
Criticism for The Da Vinci Code
I was disappointed to see not one, but
two, A&E writers endorse Dan Brown’s
The Da Vinci Code. First, Stephanie
Smith praised it in the Oct. 9 issue, then
Pat Egan implicitly endorsed it while
praising another book by Brown in the
October 30 issue. Unfortunately, both
Smith and Egan have fallen for one of
the all-time great literary scams. Brown
claims that his work is based on histori
cal fact and unfortunately deceived Miss
Smith (not to mention Elizabeth Vargas
of ABC News) into adopting this point
of view, but The Da Vinci Code is filled
with errors from beginning to end.
A fine critique of The Da Vinci Code
is “Dismantling the Da Vinci Code,”
written by Sandra Miesel and published
in the September issue of Crisis maga
zine, a magazine to which the Phillips
Memorial Library subscribes. (It can
also be found online at www.crisismagazine.com) Miesel, a noted science

fiction/fantasy novelist and critic, has
also collaborated with Catholic writer
Carl Olson on “Cracking the Anti-Catholic Code,” Part One of which is now
available online at www.envoymagazine.com. Some may not trust
Catholic magazines like Crisis and En
voy. Such people can read a brief but
devastating review of Brown’s many er
rors, written by art historian Bruce
Boucher, which appeared in the Aug. 3,
2003 issue of the New York Times. (This
is available online through a link at the
bottom of the Olson article. If you can’t
find it, there’s always microfilm.) If Mr.
Egan and Miss Smith had enough time
to read The Da Vinci Code, I hope that
they and all others taken in by Brown’s
nonsense will have time to look up and
read these articles.
James Kabala ’02
Former Cowl Commentary writer
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The Cowl welcomes guest commentar
ies and Letters to the Editor from all
members of the Providence College com
munity, as well as outside contributors.
All submissions must include the
writer’s name, signature, and a phone
number where they can be reached. Ar
ticles will be printed as space permits.
Letters should be no more than 250 words
in length. Guest commentaries should be
limited to 700 words in length and only
one will be published per week. The Cowl
editorial board and its administrative su
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and letters for space and clarity.
However, if there is a portion you spe
cifically wish to remain unchanged, please
inform the Editor-in-Chief. Letters to the
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The Class of ’04 was blessed with an almost
religious stroke of luck at Saturday night’s gaming
event. Oddly enough, their turnout at Mass the
following day was scarcer than ever.

and do not reflect the viewpoint of The
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Everyone deserves equal treatment
In his 1994 presidential inauguration
address, Rev. Father Philip Smith, O.P.,
said, “Providence College’s future will
rely on fairness and morality.” In last
week’s Tangents and Tirades,
commentary writer Stephanie Pietros
’04, I believe rightfully, wrote, “Too
many Ray rights for basketball players.
She further wrote, this was “because of
tables of food specially designated for
the basketball team.”
I was educated, amid many slaps and
whacks on my hands with a ruler for
improper deportment, by the good
Dominican Fathers and Sisters at St. Pius
V School (Class of 1938), during the
“Great Depression” of the 1930s. We
played as young boys on the Providence
College campus, prior to the construction
of St. Thomas Aquinas Hall. I do not
recall any members of the PC baseball,
basketball, and football teams receiving
tables of food when the College cafeteria
was in Harkins Hall. Some athletes who
were from outside of Rhode Island
usually sought room and board (going
rate was 10 dollars per week) in homes
in the Elmhurst and adjacent areas.

These athletes (most had good
personalities) ate what everyone else in
the hosts house was served. One has to
bear in mind that people were thankful
to have food on the table during these
years. Our parents were concerned about
paying the home mortgages.
The point to remember is that PC
athletes during the Great Depression era
were not extended special “perks” that
the present basketball team is receiving
today. What makes them so special over
the depression era athletes?
In conclusion, we were also taught at
St. Pius V to be fair to one another. I
firmly believe that Providence College
should be fair to every student who dines
at Ray with no exceptions. Father Smith,
O.P., should adhere to these principles
by not allowing anymore perks for
basketball players. We are all equal in
the eyes of God. All PC students are
equal!
Watch your back, as terrorism is still
with us. Support our military and God
bless America.
Russell P. Demoe ’73
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Secularism causes isolation, not acceptance
by

Courtney Arkell-Fargeorge ’06
Commentary Staff

The events of Sept. 11, as well as the
on-going conflict with Iraq, have
unfortunately caused many Americans to
view someone who appears to be of
Middle Eastern decent,
or who may be
EUROPE
Muslim,
with
heightened prejudice.
This type of prejudice is not a uniquely
American problem, however. France,
along with several other European
countries, has been struggling with its
own issues of discrimination against
Muslims.
In October, two teenage Muslim girls
were suspended from their French high
school for wearing traditional
headscarves to class. The news of the
suspensions quickly spread throughout
the country and the story has become a
striking example of French secularism
gone wrong. If France does not attempt
to reconcile issues surrounding its
secularism soon, then the large FrenchMuslim population will continue to be
isolated from the rest of French society.
Lila and Alma Levy-Omari, who
reside in the suburbs of Paris, were
thrown out of the Lycee Henri Wallon
last month for trying to reconnect with
their Islamic heritage. Like many young
Muslim girls, the Levy-Omari sisters
have decided to wear traditional
headscarves. Their mother, on the other
hand, does not wear one. Their mother
comes from a generation of Muslim
women that fought to be liberated from
wearing the headscarf, but her daughters
willingly began to wear it as a statement
of their religious devotion.
The Lycee Henri Wallon determined
the girl’s scarves to be “provocative” and
therefore told them to never wear them
to school again. What exactly are the
scarves provoking? Did they cause
disruption in the classroom? Did they
stimulate conflict between the LevyOmari sisters and their classmates?
Neither of these situations seems to be

WWW.ISLAMIC-WORLD.NET

Traditional Muslim headscarves like those Lila and Alma wore.
the case. There have been no reports of
disturbances caused by the scarves at the
Lycee. The Lycee was trying to assert
its secularist policies by suspending the
girls from school. Yet, by suspending
them with a vague explanation, the only
thing the Lycee accomplished was to
provoke national controversy.
Despite its continuous efforts to
separate church and state, France
decided in 1989 that it was legal for
people to wear religious garb in schools.
However, it is not within the law to wear
anything “ostentatious” which
“constitutefs] an act of pressure,
provocation,
proselytism
or

propaganda.” In their view, the LevyOmari sisters were not breaking any laws
by wearing their headscarves. They did
not consider the scarves to be
provocative, as the French school
interpreted them to be. Now that the
news of the Lycee Henri Wallon incident
has swept across France, the country is
facing the issue that its excessive
secularism may be the cause of religious
discrimination.
President Jacques Chirac instituted a
commission on secularism to reconcile
issues such as the legality of
headscarves. However, Chirac was
recently quoted as saying, “Secularism

is non-negotiable.” Chirac has blatantly
contradicted himself, and has revealed
that he really meant to accomplish
nothing by instituting the commission.
In addition, the French interior minister,
Nicolas Sarkozy, has tried to
compromise with France’s five million
Muslims by suggesting that Muslim
women wear bandanas, instead of the
traditional headscarves, to school and in
public offices. Could this “compromise”
be anymore degrading to the Muslim
women of France? How could Sarkozy
dare to attempt to change the sacred
traditions of Islam? Anyone can wear a
bandana. It would mean nothing in the
place of the headscarves. The power to
transform religious traditions does not
lie in the hands of Sarkozy, nor does it
lie in the hands of any politician for that
matter.
France’s suffocating nationalism is an
issue that has been brought to the table
as a result of the Lycee incident. The
country is any thing but a melting pot.
It expects that immigrants swiftly
assimilate and become “French.” But
how does one become French? Is it even
possible for an outsider to transform
himself in such a way that he would be
considered to be truly French? The
Levy-Omari sisters are French citizens
who have found it difficult to have an
identity that is both Muslim and French.
Lila said, “I am French, I was bom in
France. But what are the criteria for
being French? Catholicism? It is as if,
as soon as we’re Muslims, we don’t
belong here.” From what Lila has
revealed, it seems that conversion may
be necessary for one to assimilate into
French society, but that does not make
sense. In a country that is so obsessed
with secularism, one’s religion should
not disrupt her public life.
France has an estimated five million
Muslim citizens, which translates into 8
percent of all French citizens. In order
for these people to feel as if they belong
in that country, France must get a handle
on its own secularism and tone down its
nationalism.

Times ombudsman accepts responsibility
by Michael J.

Raia ’05

Associate Editor-in-Chief

For more than a century The New
York Times has been the paper of record
in the United States. The Times has won
89 Pulitzer Prizes (one of which the re
porters of the paper
MEDIA placed an asterisk next
ANALYSIS to because its facts
were intercepted by
Soviet Russia in the 1930s) and rede
fined the field of journalism during the
Cold War, Cuban Missile Crisis, and
Vietnam War. The sloppy and unethical
reporting of Jayson Blair in the 13
months following Sept. 11, 2001,
though, injured its journalistic prestige.
Calls for an independent investiga
tion of the Times were heard from all of
the nation’s leading publications. The
explanation the Times published for their
readers, though, was a watered-down re
port written by staff writers—an inves
tigation that failed to be nearly as ex
plicit or objective as that which was filed
by media analyst Howard Kurtz of The
Washington Post the same day.
The New York Times, with its high
brow arrogance in the way, could not
conduct an independent report on the
flaws of its own staff because they had
no such independent voice—what in
many organizations is known as an om

budsman. The ombudsman of a news
paper is free from editorial oversight and
can examine the inner-workings of the
paper. Most papers that employ an om
budsman, or public editor, publish their
column in a Sunday Outlook or Week in
Review section of op-ed and opinionated
articles. Late last month, however, the
Times responded to their journalistic crit
ics and hired the paper’s first “public
editor,” Daniel Okrent.

When the paper of record is hit
with a scandal that plagued
more than 36 stories (many of
which were reprinted by other
newpapers), the entire field of
journalism is harmed.
The Times's Executive Editor Bill
Keller hired Okrent, a former magazine
editor. Last month, Okrent explained in
an Associated Press report that he would
not be “writing memos to the staff . . .
I’m determined to remain separate from
the staff, to be a reader of the newspa
per.” His independence from publisher
Arther Sulzberger Jr. will give the Times
more credibility and heighten its jour
nalistic integrity in a growing competi
tive field.

He will take letters from the paper’s
readers about the Times's coverage. In
essence, Okrent will provide a respon
sive voice for the paper to the letters to
the editor. Ideally, his presence is a ve
hicle to curb infractions of standard jour
nalistic rules, as he can conduct compre
hensive and independent investigations
of the Times.
When the paper of record is hit with
a scandal that plagued more than 36 sto
ries (many of which were reprinted by
other newspapers), the entire field of
journalism is harmed.
This summer, I wrote a column com
paring the response of the Times to Blair
to that of The Washington Post follow
ing the 1983 Janet Cooke scandal.
Cooke was a talented young AfricanAmerican reporter for the Post who fab
ricated a Pulitzer Prize winning series
on an eight-year-old heroin addict in the
Anacostia neighborhood of Washington,
D.C. Ben Bradlee, the Post's Executive
Editor, was gung-ho against the idea of
allowing staff reporters to investigate
their colleague. He saw the crisis to be
“tailor-made” for the ombudsman, and
he allowed the story of his own newspa
per to be printed on the Post’s front page.
The Times, though, had no ombuds
man prior to last month. When “Blairgate” struck the doors of the New York
City newsroom, the Times became a

threat to journalism because of its inevi
tably diluted self-report.
The Times should be commended for
accepting the mistakes of its past and
working to preemptively stop any future
misuse ofjournalism credentials. By hir
ing Okrent, the Times is not only mov
ing its editorial oversight away from the
auspicious hand of Sulzberger, it is pro
viding its readers with a forum for com
plaints, questions, and clarifications in
a way that the editorial page (i.e. letters
to the editor) cannot.
Readers of the Times are among the
most educated in the nation (and the
world). It is the only regional daily news
paper to be published across the nation,
offering its voice to politicians, academ
ics, students, and businesspeople in ev
ery urban center.
For too long the Times has published
its paper without holding itself account
able to its readers—whether they are the
intellectual elite mentioned above or the
average traveler on the New York sub
way. The New York Times Week in Re
view section (published in Sunday edi
tions), with the addition of the public
editor’s column, will now become the
most important voice in American jour
nalism and The New York Times will
continue to hold its grip as the nation’s
paper of record.

www.TheCowl.com

The Cowl

Arts and

Entertainment

Page 10

November 6,2003

Fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la
Though we might not like Christmas movies airing while it’s
warm out, at least we get a head start on the holiday spirit
by

Stephanie Smith ’06
Asst. A&E Editor

Around this time every year,
before Thanksgiving has even
hit, we start to see commercials
for Christmas movies. Further
more, whether
MOVIE you choose to
FEATURE accept this or
not, as soon as
Thanksgiving is over, Christ
mas season will be in full swing
Maybe it isn’t December yet,
but as soon as Santa crawls
across the TV screen to end the
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day
parade, Christmas is as good as
here.
And so, the pre-Thanksgiving TV hoopla prepares us
for the fast approaching
extravagance. One might say
that this is merely corporate
America trying to coax us into
the malls early, but I disagree.
Why not start the Christmas
season early? And why not
enjoy the Christmas movies that
start playing on TV around this
time? After all, the Christmas
spirit is too precious to limit to
December.
Without a doubt, Santa
Claus is Cornin’ to Town and

Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer will make an ap
pearance in the TV Guide. You
know the ones; they’re kind of
weird claymation cartoons. In
Santa, the mailman/narrator
tells us the story of Santa Claus,
who was once a young lad
named Kris that was abandoned
and left on the doorstep of the
Kringle family, all toymakers.
The evil villains in this story are
the mayor of Sombertown and
“Winter.” Having winter
portrayed as evil probably isn’t
the best impression of cold
weather to give to kids who live
in the South, but is realistically
something that we all hate from
time to time. The best part of
the film is that Kris ends up
bringing joy to the citizens of
Sombertown. He brings them
toys, which although makes
material possessions seem like
the means to happiness, at least
he conquers melancholy. And
that is what Christmas movies
should do.
As much as Santa is lacking
in the good morals department,
Rudolph overachieves. Re
member back to the Island of
the Misfit Toys, kids. This is
where we all learn to accept
those who are different from
ourselves. Maybe we shouldn’t
call them “misfits,” but at least
Rudolph helps them out and lets
them be in his clique. Rudolph
himself, we must remember,
despite being Santa’s most
trustworthy reindeer, has a red
nose—this is not normal. He is
an underdog and proves to the
audience that even the runt of
the group can make his way to

the top. In short, he
achieves the American
Dream (the reindeer
version, anyway). Again,
long live the Christmas
spirit.
Maybe by now, you are sick
of watching classic do-gooder
heroes. You want something
more real. Enter A Charlie
Brown Christmas. Charlie
is not perfect; he doesn’t
always “save the day,” but
he does teach us a very
valuable lesson about
Christmas—it’s the thought
that counts. When Charlie
is elected to pick out a
Christmas tree, he
chooses a scant little
pine that looks lonely
and unappreciated, much
like Charlie himself. And
although his friends doubt him,
he is able to make it look
beautiful with a little T.L.C. It
isn’t the size of the tree on
Christmas, but rather the size of
Christmas (spirit) in the tree.
Charlie has taught us that it is
the Christmas feeling that
counts, and you can’t buy it at
the mall, you have to make it
yourself.

Another favorite that
actually partly takes place on
Thanksgiving Day (pos
sibly giving it legitimacy
to be shown this early) is
Miracle on 34th Street.
While the purpose of this
film is to prove the
existence of Santa Claus, I
think it truly wants to justify
and promote the spiritual aspect
of Christmas in a secular
society. Who can forget the
scene in the courtroom when the
little girl gives the lawyer a
dollar bill that has “In God We
Trust” circled? The government
puts this in print without having
to prove the existence of God,
so why should they have to
prove the existence of Santa
Claus? Why can’t people just
believe if they so choose?
Miracle presents a great

friends, when in reality it was
father who uttered the curse).
Ralphie’s father also “wins” a
lamp in the shape of a woman’s
fishnet-stockinged, high-heeled
leg, and Ralphie helps him
prominently display the very
suggestive, sexual lighting
fixture in the family’s front
window—where, to the dismay
of his mother, it glows for the
whole neighborhood to see.
More-over, he learns the hard
way what every kid learns
during winter: do not lick ice on
metal flagpoles. And, finally, he
shoots himself in the eye with
his beloved BB gun, fulfilling
the prophecies of all of the
movie’s adults. Clearly, A
Christmas Story teaches us the
valuable lesson that life is
hard—but in the end, it doesn’t
have to ruin Christmas.
Furthermore, no one can
deny that the Christmas spirit is
most celebrated in How The
Grinch Stole Christmas.
Grinch shows the pure power of
Christmas. When the audience
sees that green Grinch’s heart
grow and grow and grow,
involuntarily theirs do, too.
And it’s just the same with
The Christmas Carol, whether
prefer the Disney version
with Scrooge McDuck, the one
with Muppets, or a version with
actual people. When Ebeneezer
Scrooge embraces the joy of
Christmas, we join in. We
cannot help it.
Guaranteed, on Thanks
giving Day, It’s A Wonderful
Life will be on 73 times. And
that does not bother me one bit
because it is my favorite
Christmas movie. It is cheesy,
message about predictable, out-dated, in black
believing—in and white, and I love every
the inexplicable millisecond. It makes us laugh,
and in each cry and end up feeling phen
other. Aww.
omenal about life when it is
A classic over. From the legendary scene
Christmas movie that when the gym floor opens up to
will without a doubt be expose a swimming pool and
on one cable station everyone falls in wearing his or
another almost her eveningwear, to George’s
ry night of the being placed in a world where
week from the he never existed and getting
thrown out of his favorite bar,
middle of November all the
way
this
movie is moving. It is just
through toa reminder
Decthat we all make this
ember 25 world
is, ofa better place, whether we
realize it or not. Nothing could
course, A Christ
mas Story. It’s a be more uplifting or more
nostalgic taleperfect for the Christmas
about when season.
times were
Christmas movies in
simpler: kids November are not on TV to
didn’t want computers for force us to start thinking about
Christmas, they wanted BB Christmas shopping, or to
guns. Just nice, potentially life annoy us, or to remind us that
threatening toy weapons. Oh, finals are not that far off. Or
the innocence of yester-year. maybe they are, but if we take
Actually, A Christmas Story is them for what they are (a little
a story of lost innocence, of corny but with heartwarming
harsh disillusionment. Ralphie messages), we will come to
uses a swear word and promptly enjoy them. Merry Christmas,
has his mouth washed out with everyone... and remember,
soap. (He claims to have heard there’s only two months of
the word from one of his shopping days left.
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Elliott Smith commits suicide
A self-inflicted stab wound ended the singer’s life
by

Dan Devine ’04

Asst. A&E Editor

You probably don’t know who Elliott
Smith was. He was a legend in the indie
rock community, and a guitarist/
songwriter for the band Heatmiser early
in his career. He was one of the most
critically acclaimed
TRIBUTE artists of the last
decade,
whose
’ “Miss
Misery,”
included on the Good Will Hunting
soundtrack, was nominated for the 1997
Academy Award for Best Original Song
in a Film. Director Wes Anderson used
Smith’s “Needle in the Hay,” a
frighteningly honest song about heroin
addiction, as the backdrop for Luke
Wilson’s attempted suicide in 2001 ’s The
Royal Tenenbaums. And yet, most
people reading this probably aren’t
familiar with him at all.
So, for most people, the fact that
Elliott Smith killed himself on Oct. 21
at the age of 34 probably didn’t even
register. Most people didn’t scour the
Internet for hours, wanting to know why,
how, when he did it, while at the same
time dreading that knowledge. They
didn’t shake with grief or stare ahead in
shock when they found out that his death
was the result of a single self-inflicted
stab wound to the chest that fractured the
breast plate, and that the most likely
scenario was that he laid there on the
floor of his apartment and bled to death.
They didn’t shudder at the thought of
being his girlfriend, who came in from
work and found him laying there in a
pool of his own blood, like something
out of a Greek tragedy. They didn’t
wonder what kind of deep-seated
depression and dementia must dominate

Farewell to a friend: The
brutal suicide of indie-rock
icon Elliott Smith (left) on
Oct. 21 has left his sizable
cult following dealing
with grief over his life,
wondering about his legacy,
revisiting his beautiful music,
and searching for answers.

a person’s mind to make them subject
themselves to such hurt. They didn’t
wonder why a man who had a series of
drug and alcohol problems would choose
such a gruesome and brutal way to end
his own life, why he’d rather start cutting
than just pop some pills or fix a hit.
They didn’t do any of that. It was all
the fans who did that, subjecting
ourselves to our own psychological pain.
And we should stop. We shouldn’t
obsess over that kind of stuff, analyzing
every last lyric to try and find meaning
in the sadness and trying to attribute our
rationale to an obviously very troubled
soul. This happened; it’s horrible; it’s
done. To say any more about it would
trivialize the man and the music more
than it would shed any light, so let’s pass
over the rest in silence and just remember
the sounds.
I’ll remember Elliott Smith’s talent
for writing lyrics that clung to you like a
second skin that you couldn’t shed if you
wanted to (mostly, you didn’t). I’ll
remember how every song sounded
ready to collapse at any minute, and how
when a song ended, you were glad that
it didn’t fall apart, but you never wanted
it to stop.
I’ll remember the bruising,

Picks
of the
Week
by Anna

Ki kowski '06

A&E Staff

Movie
Bridget Jones’s Diary
directed by Sharon Maguire

SWEETADELINE.NET

masochistic experience of listening to his
hard words and weird chord changes, the
feeling that you were getting a sneak
peek at the inside of a sad man’s head,
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If you like Renee Zellweger, how
about this 2001 instant classic? Size
12. pasta-and-alcohol-loving Bridget
adds a bit of amusement into out
lives as we watch her rather scattered
life on film. Zellweger must face the
fact that she is over 30—and unmar
ried. Comedy and romance muddle
Zellweger’s life as she pines away
on Hugh Grant (the not-so-good-for
-you boyfriend) and is annoyed by
Colin Firth (who eventually wins all
of us over). A definite must see.

Music
Jack Johnson
On and On
Universal
Back at school for the past few
months, this has become my favor
ite study CD—it’s a great choice to
balance out a little Slavin noise.The
tracks blend together a little at first,
but after listening a few times, each
song definitely has its own groove.
Johnson has a definite and distinc
tive sound that provides for the mel
low and relaxing environment that
we all need to have every once in a
while.

Book
One True Thing
by Anna Quindlen
Yup, you’ll maybe recognize it as the
1998 movie starring Renee
Zellweger and Meryl Streep. But,
as in many cases, this book is way
better than its film adaptation. The
1995 novel by Quindlen tells the
story of Ellen Gulden who halts her
fast-paced, career driven life to care
for her cancer-stricken mother (she
doesn't necessarily get along well
with her mother, either). Sound like
lots of emotion? It is—but its more
than well done. Quindlen’s amaz
ing writing talent molds the story
perfectly, leaving us with a heart
warming and beautifully crafted plot
of family life.
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Barenaked Ladies

pull the same old Stunt
BnL’s latest album, Everything for Everyone, doesn’t live up to its name
by

Matt Hess ’05
A&E Staff

Barenaked Ladies
Everything to Everyone
Warner Bros.
Barenaked Ladies have
always been known for their
wry sense of humor. Just
consider their band name. In the
early 90s, imagALBUM ine how many
REVIEW poor Canadians
arrived at a
Barenaked Ladies show
expecting to see some Beverly
Hills knockouts.
All they got was a bunch
of chubby nerds.
Of course, that smart and
sarcastic mentality has per
vaded the boys’ music since
their debut album (1992’s
Gordon), and while lyrics
penned by songwriters Steven
Page and Ed Robertson have
always flirted with novelty
status, their songs still retain a
sense of strong musicianship
and rich diversity.
The Ladies’ sixth studio
album, Everything to Everyone,
mines that same tongue-incheek vein while still keeping
their geek-pop tunes slick and
glossy. While this formula
works well in a few places, the
relentless amusement quickly
grows stale, and the moments
of stark vulnerability found on
Everything to Everyone are
perhaps the only things that
make it worth something.
The album’s opener,
“Celebrity,” cuts right to the
chase, mockingly commenting
on the world one must leave
behind to adopt the decidedly
unspectacular life of a superstar.
“Leave your heart, lay down
your art/ You’re here Warner
Bros for the party/ Smile and

WARNER BROS.

No more monkeying around:
Barenaked Ladies have a
reputation for comedy
(considering the first single
off of their new album,
above, is “Another Post
card,” a song about cards
from chimps), but when it
takes precedence over the
music, it’s not so funny.

wave, try to behave/ Be happy
that they’ve made you a
celebrity,” sings Page over
smooth, relaxed piano chords.
The high-energy “Maybe
Katie” picks up the pace with
its goofy synth effects and retro
guitar work as it bounds along.
BnL’s textbook harmonies are
found everywhere on the track
as well.
Everything to Everyone’s
first single, “Another Postcard,”
is perhaps the most ridiculous
track on the album—along with
the pseudo-tango found on
“Upside Down.” Robertson
displays the same dexterous
vocal skills that made the smash

“One Week” so enjoyable, and
the surprisingly muscular beat
that anchors the track works
fairly well. But let’s be honest
here. Although I’m sure
everyone enjoys the occasional
song about monkey-themed
stationary, is it really necessary
to devote three and a half
minutes to “Starsky and Hutch
chimps, and a chimp who’s
sitting on a can/ a pair of Dutch
chimps send their love from
Amsterdam?” Maybe I can let
it slide this time, but other songs
on the album push the envelope
as well.
Other absurd moments
include the frenetic “Shopping,”

a quirky, fast-paced song that
mocks consumerism and the
tendency to encourage the
activity as a way of dealing with
national times of difficulty.
While this certainly might be
true, the lyrics “It’s always
lalalalala, Let the shopping
spree begin/ Lalalalala
everybody wins” make the tune
hard to take seriously.
The Ladies also try to keep
their political claws sharp on
“Second Best,” an equally
obnoxious tune that chides
President George W. Bush for
turning the war in Iraq into his
personal affair. Here, the term
“second best” is referring to the

Canadian nation, and as Page
puts it: “Sometimes it’s better
to be second best.” Although
I’ve got nothing against the
crazy Canucks, Jim Creeggan’s
funky, wandering bassline
might be the only thing saving
BnL on this one.
In fact, the best moments of
Everything to Everyone are
found where they’re least
expected. . The southern-tinged
folk tune “For You” is gor
geously sparse. The acoustic
fingerpicking and Robertson’s
simple melodies make the track
one of the album’s best. “And
for every useless reason I know,
there’s a reason not to care/ If I
hide myself wherever I go, am
I ever really there?” he ponders
in the song’s chorus. The
straightforward rock on
“Aluminum,” and the earnest
lyrics found within the shuffling
cadence of “Have You Seen My
Love?” prove that Barenaked
Ladies can be twice as effective
just by being human.
The stark sympathy of “War
on Drugs” follows the thoughts
and actions of a woman who
eventually commits suicide—
the song conveys the most
sobering theme the Ladies have
ever wrestled with.
No one is saying that the
ladies should completely
abandon their dry sense of
humor, it’s just important to
realize that they don’t need the
overly-sarcastic front to make
great music. On the highly
polished “Testing 1,2,3,” Page
and Robertson ask the
following: “If I shed the irony,
would everybody cheer me? If
I acted less like me would I be
in the clear?”
Maybe they should give it a
try-
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Taste of the Town
with Kelly Mack ’04
A&E Editor
Trinity Brewhouse
186 Fountain Street, Providence
401-453-2337

it s unlikely that you 11 be disap
pointed with its taste.

Service: The service is friendly,
and the servers have a small enough
area to cover that they’re always
within earshot if you need them.
Trinity is also laid back enough to
allow for some fun interaction—there
isn’t much formality between the
waitstaff and the customers.

Right downtown, across from the
Dunkin Donuts Center and Convention
Center, is Providence’s very own brew
ery. Well, not exactly, but Trinity Brew-r
house does brew its own beer, mak
ing it a unique and casual restau
rant (upstairs) and bar (upstairs and
downstairs) for frequenting any time
of the day or night.

Atmosphere: Trinity has a funky atmo
sphere, and that’s apparent before you
even walk in. The outside (where patio
dining is available in the summer
months) is painted with murals proclaim
ing the different awards Trinity has won
for its beer, and a slogan telling Provi
dence to “think globally, drink locally.”
Inside, the theme is continued with fun,
artsy decorations placed around the din
ing area and in the staircase leading to
the downstairs bar. While the upstairs
bar itself is fairly traditional, it is backed
by a glass wall displaying some of the
restaurant’s brewing tanks.

Selection: Trinity has a pretty standard
selection of pub/restaurant style food,
including appetizers, salads, hot sand
wiches, and a few more substantial
meals. The BBQ Bleu Pizza, for
example, is a 12-inch pizza with chicken,
three cheeses, red onions, and chunks of
bleu cheese, all on top of barbeque sauce.
The tastes blend well, without any one
dominating the others. The Beer Bat-

tered Fish is also a big meal, available
as either a plate or a sandwich. The bat
ter is good, as one might expect from
beer batter at a restaurant that brews its
own beer. The fish also comes with a
homemade tartar sauce that is delicious
(and this is coming from someone who
usually dislikes tartar sauce of any kind).
The nachos, on the other hand, are
not quite as good. The chips are home
made, and are crispy but a little oily.
They are topped with salsa, sour cream,
and black beans, all of which compli
ment the dish, but unfortunately, they are
all piled in the middle of the plate, so
only the chips in the center get the top
pings (and get soggy as a result), while
it’s scarce in other places.

Quality: The quality of the food is good,
and it all has a pub kind of feel to it—
big portions that are heavy, tasty and rich.
It does seem that the prices are just a little
steep for pub food, but on the other hand,

Affordability: Trinity is affordable as
far as restaurants in Providence go, but
it’s possible that its prime location and
attraction as a brewery drives the prices
up a little bit. The nachos appetizer, for
example, isn’t quite large enough to jus
tify its price of $8.45. The Beer Bat
tered Fish plate, though, is very reason
ably priced at $6.85.
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Six pack
If you’re legal, then Trinity
Brewhouse is a great place to stop
in for a beer, brewed on-site at the
restaurant. But which to choose?
Luckily for you, Trinity offers a
sampler of its six beers (shown at
left), and Taste of the Town brings
you the scoop on the brews, rated
in order by the number of mugs
they received (six is the best, one
is our least favorite).

Special Kolsch
This beer is German in origin, and
is smooth and light golden in color.
It could be compared to a much
tastier, richer Budweiser, and it’s
good with your meal. Out of all the
beers, this is the one you could drink
all night, and is probably the most
universally appealing of the six in
the selection.

Overall: Trinity Brewhouse is a great,
laid back place to hang around with
friends, whether it be for snacks, drinks,
or a full meal. It should be noted that
you don’t have to be 21 to go there, even
during hours when it’s mostly a bar. You
will be carded when buying a drink (ev
ery time), but it’s nice for the underaged
to be able to hang out there, even when
not drinking. The food is good, though
Trinity is really known for its beer
(which is also good... see the ratings at
right). That’s the only problem though...
it’s such a fun place, with great beer as a
specialty, that the food comes second as
a result.

GRADE: B-

Cerveza Lopez
A Mexican beer named for its in
spiration, this one is a little darker
gold in color and has more of a full
taste than the Kolsch. It's also more
bitter and has a slightly nutty after
taste. Those who like beers like
Corona would also like this fuller
one. Choose the Cerveza if you
want to try something a little un
usual.

Oktoberfest
This beer is a “dark blonde,” and
it's stronger than the first two.
Oktoberfest is also traditionally
German, and it is brewed in March
and then stored to age until the fall,
giving it its rich taste. This is a great
beer to choose while hangng out
with friends—you’ll want to enjoy
it.

RIIPA
This beer, an Indian Pale Ale, is
described as the most bitter of the
six at Trinity. It’s a bright copper
color and is rich but easy to drink.
If you like IPAs, this is among the
best, but if you aren’t accustomed
to the taste, it might take some
getting used to before you really
enjoy it.

Strong Ale
As its name suggests, this is one of
the strongest (alcohol-wise) of the
six home-brewed beers. It’s a dark
golden color, and is actually a blend
of IPA and bitter. It has a distinc
tive taste, but in comparison with
the other beers on the sampler tray,
it doesn’t quite cut it flavor-wise.

Russian Imperial Stout
This is the strongest of the beers,
and is a dark brown color—think a
rich, thick, home-brewed Guiness.
Made with chocolate flavored
malts, this beer is very good, espe
cially if you like dark beer. Just a
warning, though—don’t order this
one with dinner, because it’ll com
pete with your meal.
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In the Cut has no sharp edges
Jane Campion’s controversial new film is a one-trick
pony, and that one trick is a vamped-up Meg Ryan
by

Pat Egan ’05
A&E Staff

When you think of Meg
Ryan movies, sweet little ro
mantic comedies are probably
the first ones
MOVIE that come to
REVIEW mind. She has
starred in a
countless number of these feel
good movies (i.e. Sleepless in
Seattle and You’ve Got Mail).
Well, her latest film. In the Cut,
is probably the furthest thing
away from a typical Meg Ryan
movie that you could imagine.
Not only does it involve some
very grisly violence, but also
sex—lots of sex. Yes, you read
that right. Sweet and whole
some Meg Ryan gets really na
ked and really kinky in direc
tor Jane Campion’s latest film.
Unfortunately for Ryan, how
ever, In the Cut has little to of
fer aside from those dirty deeds.
As far as plot goes, In the Cut
is as straightforward as they
come. Based on the 1995 book
of the same name by author
Susanna Moore, In the Cut tells
the story of Frannie Avery, a
repressed New York City writ
ing professor who has a sexu
ally charged affair with a police
detective who is investigating
the death of a young woman in
Frannie’s neighborhood. As
their relationship develops,
however, Frannie begins to
think that her lover is the prime
suspect.
With a story like this one,
you may be inclined to think
that In the Cut would be an ex
citing, suspenseful film. Don’t
be fooled—it’s not. Sure, the
movie does offer some of the
raciest footage to hit the big
screen since Basic Instinct, but
five minutes of Meg Ryan do
ing those dirty things doesn't
make the movie worthwhile.
For the most part, In the Cut
moves along very slowly. It’s
one of those movies where you
think it’s been on for an hour,
but a glance at your watch (or
two, or a dozen) shows it’s only
been five minutes.
As Frannie, Ryan dyes her
blond hair an uanattractive red-

“Why hasn’t he e-mailed
me back?”: The un
characteristically nude
Meg Ryan (above)
takes the road less
traveled with a racy
role aiongisde Mark
Ruffalo (left) in Jane
Campion’s In the Cut.
Unfortunately, the
movie plods, and the
change in paths
doesn’t lead her
anywhere.

COLUMBIA TRI-STAR

dish-brown and goes through
out the majority of In the Cut
without makeup. She seems to
think that as a commercially
successful actress, all she has to
do is ditch the glitz and glam
our to increase her credibility
(and a shot at her first Oscar).
She’s forgetting just one thing.
An Oscar-worthy performance
has to feel real. Hers feels
forced and unnatural.
In Meg Ryan’s defense, she
does do some admirable work
here as Frannie. She ditches her
image and plays Frannie as an
introverted loner with a brim

ming desire for sex lying just
beneath her prudish exterior.
And although she does indeed
put forth a valiant effort, this
type of movie just doesn’t work
for her. It’s too dark and moody
a film for an actress with a natu
ral comic gleam like Ryan.
Mark Ruffalo plays Detec
tive Giovanni Molloy, the cop
with whom Frannie has an af
fair. Why Frannie wants any
thing to do with this guy is be
yond me. Ruffalo’s Molloy is a
dirty, sleazy, hard-drinking,
chain-smoking lowlife who
treats Frannie like a piece of

Smith: music remembered
continued from page 11
and the thought that maybe you
shouldn't be there. I’ll remember that
when one of his albums finished—you
didn’t skip a track, unless you were
insane—you felt like you’d just lived
inside of it, and despite the discomfort,
tough images, and obvious raw nerves,
its honesty and unflinching beauty made
you want to go back. So you did. A lot.
I’ll remember that the first time I
heard his music I actually got scared,
because I’d never heard anything that
exposed so much emotion and
communicated it so candidly; here was
somebody who sounded utterly broken,
and wasn’t afraid of putting that into
every strum of a string or whisper of a
word. Even Nirvana wasn’t this open a
wound.
I’ll remember that he’s got three

entries on my list of the best records of
the 1990s (1995’s Elliott Smith, 1997’s
Either/Or, and 1998’s XO), and that the
two best songs he ever wrote weren’t on
any of them (“See You Later” and “Not
Half Right,” both on Heatmiser’s 1996
farewell, Mic City Sons). I’ll remember
that his least compelling solo albums
were still worlds better than the
Dashboard Confessionals and Ryan
Adamses of the world.
But mostly, I’ll remember that pound
for pound, song for song, Elliott Smith
was the best songwriter of my lifetime
(apologies, Kurt), that it’s going to take
something awful special to knock him
off that pedestal, and that I know I’m not
the only person who feels that way. You
might not know who Elliott Smith was,
but he’s pretty important to me.
Ultimately, as a legacy, that’s all that
matters.

trash. In a word, this guy is
disgusting. If you see this
movie, you’ll constantly won
der what it is that Frannie sees
in Molloy. It’s not his looks
and it’s definitely not his per
sonality. Frannie’s inexplicable
attraction to Molloy is my big
gest problem with In the Cut. It
feels as though Campion (who
also wrote the screenplay) just
keeps throwing these two to
gether for the sole purpose of
letting them do dirty things to
one another.
The best thing about this
movie is Kevin Bacon, as

Frannie’s ex-boyfriend. Al
though his role amounts to little
more than a cameo (he’s only
in three or four scenes), Bacon
has a great time playing the
clingy ex who just won’t go
away. You know the type; he’s
been dumped five or six times
by Frannie, but just can’t seem
to get it through his head that
it’s over. I think Campion left
this role in the film to provide a
little comic relief in the midst
of her dark subject matter, and
it’s more than welcome. I only
wish Bacon had a more substan
tial role.
It’s too bad In the Cut turned
out the way it did. It has all the
elements of an involving
thriller, but director Campion
throws them aside in hopes of
making an artsy, rather then
commercial, film. Instead of
focusing on the murder mystery,
which should be at the center of
the film, Campion seeks to cre
ate a character study.
However, there are two sig
nificant problems with this ap
proach. First, the characters
aren’t all that interesting to
begin with. And second, Cam
pion doesn’t examine them so
much as she just follows them
around with the cameras. She
doesn’t give us any insight into
what it is that makes these char
acters tick, making things like
Frannie’s attraction to Molloy
all the more frustrating to
watch.
Campion shoots the film
with handheld cameras, result
ing in grainy images which add
a sense of heightened in
timacy to the film. She sculpts
a moody and atmospheric New
York City, a world of backalleys
and subway stations colored
with an unsettling yellowish
tint. This technique certainly
does add to the mounting ten
sion, but it only makes the end
ing unsatisfying.
If she wants to shy away
from her “cutie-pie” image in
the future, Meg Ryan should
pick her projects more carefully.
Until then, she should just stick
to what she’s good at.

GRADE: C-
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Much Ado about Blackfriars
This year’s fall production takes afresh look at a Shakespearean
classic, complete with beach sand and Speedos
Kukowski ’06
A&E Staff

by Anna

So what’s all the commotion about
on campus about the new Blackfriar’s
Theater show? Well its certainly not
nothing—its everything, apparently.
Right here on
THEATER campus is a fresh
REVIEW new look at one of
acting’s most treas
ured, classic romantic comedies, William
Shakespeare’s Much Ado about Nothing.
It runs through next weekend, Nov. 7-9.
Much Ado about Nothing was
written by Shakespeare in 1598. Though
we may not notice today, the title is
actually a clever play on the English
language, as Dr. John Hennedy of
Providence College explains in his
program analysis of the play.
Shakespeare used “nothing,” knowing
that in his day it was a common
homonym for “noting,” or observing. As
always, Shakespeare’s actual words can
and will never change, but the range of
creativity in using those words to present
his scripts should be bold and creative,
whether the setting applies to the 1500s
or today.
True to Shakespearean comedy, the
lines of Much Ado about Nothing are
clever and witty all the way through—
pure genius. The famous plot, cleverly
laden with twists and turns, is
surprisingly simple for the average
viewer to understand (don’t worry, you
don’t have to be an English major—just
keep your program handy if you want
the extra help). This production of Much
Ado takes place during the present day,
on the sunny and luxurious Isle of Sicily.
Socialite Leonata (Kerry McCormack
’05) vacations here along with her
beautiful daughter Hero (Besty Jensen
’05), her frank niece Beatrice (Elizabeth
Larsen-Silva ’05), and their crew of
servants. Company executive Don
Pedro (Jeffery Dujardin ’07) enters the
picture with his young, promising
employees Claudio (Conor Tansey ’05)
and Benedick (Dan Janeiro ’04), as his
evil brother Don John (Jason O. Davis
’03) lurks to the side. After much
comedic scheming on the parts of all
characters, Hero and Claudio become
engaged, and even the independent
Beatrice falls under love’s spell with
Benedick. Don John, the classic villain,
plots to undo love’s happiness for his
own selfish motives, leaving the
audience holding its breath for a while
before the happy ending.
The creativity of the staging and the
directing of the scenes were both
impressive. Director Mary Farrell found
numerous ways to make the script more
understandable, the staging more
interesting, and the movement more
quickly paced than a typical
Shakespearean play. Most obvious to the
audience, the setting and time period of
the play was modernized to add some
spice. Low, suave techno music often
played in the background, both
accentuating actor’s entrances and exits,
and mirroring the savvy island high life.
To add to the stage visually, the
costumes were daring but on target. The
bikinis and Speedo-equivalents (yes, I
said Speedo) are bold, and even jarring
at first—but we wouldn’t think twice of
them had it been a film adaptation.
Being true to their characters, would we
expect anything different from Jensen’s
flirtatious two-piece or Larsen-Silva’s
sophisticated one-piece? Everything is
elegant and rich in its luxurious, steamy
vacation style. This is seen even in the
towels and beach wraps that are draped
casually across chaise lounges placed in
deep beach sand. These beginning
costume choices, the airy summer

ADRIENNE JOHNSON '05/Blackfriar’s Theater

Life’s a beach-. And so is Shakespeare, apparently. Above, Conor Tansey ’05 as Claudio and Betsey
Jensen ’05 as Hero star (and work on their tans) in Blackfriar’s Theater’s production of Much Ado about
Nothing, set in present-day Sicily.
dresses, and the loose island-high life
shirts radiate summer’s relaxation
combined with arrogance and richness.
Everything from the set to the costumes
to movement and music screams of that
lazy luxury so adored in today’s modern
world.
Farrell not only gave the plot and its
appearances some spunk, she also
spruced up the characters for modem
roles as well. Shakespeare’s male family
figurehead Leonato is instead played as
a mother, through McCormack’s strong
and impressive depiction of Leonata.
There is a flashy “judge” (Caitlin Robert
’04) who has a heavy Rhode Island
accent as she presides towards the end
of the play’s activities (think
Shakespeare meets Marisa Tomei in My
Cousin Vinny). Balthasar (Jose Moreno
’05), a character that sings one of the
most famous sections of Much Ado about
Nothing, is cast as a rapper, not a
minstrel. “Weep no more my ladies/
weep no more/ men were deceivers
ever”—anyone recognize it? Gone is
Emma Thompson’s soothing depiction
from the film version; instead, the
famous Shakespearean rhythms are set
to Bathasar’s oh-so-modem rap. The
Sugarhill Gang’s classic “Rapper’s
Delight” takes a new meaning when
Balthasar instead raps Shakespeare’s
“Hey nonny nonny... Hey nonny
nonny.” Most of the cast even jumps in.
Its pretty funny—seriously.
The neighborhood watch cannot go
unmentioned. Dogberry (Katie Cheely
’04), her assistant Verges (Erik Anderson
06), and the three watches (Katie
Hughes ‘06, John Renna ‘04, and
Melissa Bowler ‘05) add comedy as they
try to keep an eye on Don John’s
perpetrators of evil. These actors
literally dive full force into their task,
and keep us interested with everything
from their random costumes to their
amusing eating habits. Hughes esp
ecially shines, as her facial expressions,
her accent, and her flawlessly flawed
Shakespearian language remains strong
and consistent.
Despite the overall impressive nature
of this show, Blackfriar’s still can’t shake
some amateur qualities that always bring
their shows down a notch. The diction,
clarity, and volume of some of the
supporting characters’ lines falter, and it
is evident that the actors in the larger

roles got more diction training—or at
least applied it in a better fashion. All
roles, even the most minor, add to the
overall nature of the show and cannot
be left unfinished.
Shakespeare’s works are not intended
to ride life’s thin line on the side of safety.

Instead, his scripts have all the dangerous
emotion that challenge any time period,
including today’s. Blackfriar’s pulls off
the acting, the language, and above all,
those timeless emotions and situations.

GRADE: B+
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Wondering when it’s all worth it
by Megan Bishop

’07

Portfolio Staff

I was absolutely freezing. My body
was being consumed by a chill that
wouldn’t stop, climbing from my calves
to the creases of my ears. I stood outside
in the kind of cold that froze
SHORT the clothing you wore. It
STORY made you start to walk
funny—trying in any way
possible to get from here to there without
your frozen jeans touching your legs. For
a moment, I questioned if you could
freeze to death in ten minutes. For my
sake, I hoped the answer was no because
I had been outside on Natalie’s front
lawn for seven and a half minutes, and
my time was almost up. She was late, as
usual.
I pulled my jacket tightly around my
body and looked around. The grass was
light green, tinted by the early morning
frost. Aside from the mild color change,
there were no signs of winter. The
immediate area was devoid of dripping
icicles, lopsided snowmen, or even a
stray “SNOW DAY!” scream from
inside the home of a child. It was cold,
and I was reaping absolutely no benefits.
Cold without snow was like listening to
a new song on the radio without a
chorus. Painfully you would sing along,
stumbling over verse after verse, but
then when the chorus came, it was worth
all that stumbling. Winter was the same,
as I would agonizingly stumble through
the days with an omnipresent flakeless
sky, but the instant a flurry cascaded
from the clouds it became worthwhile.
I officially surpassed my 10 minute
freezing-to-death-mark. It was only a
matter of time now. As I began to worry
for my own well-being, I heard the
familiar click of the screen door opening.
However, what stood before me was not
Natalie. What stood before me was a
mass of clothes.
A vague sound seeped from the
clothes, “Mmmhmmamm.” I couldn’t
help but laugh. Warm air spilled from

KRISTIN ELLIS ’05/The Cowl

my mouth and into the cold, creating a
cloud of laughter. The mass of clothing
reached for a scarf which covered where
its mouth was supposed to be.
“Real funny, Ronnie, hysterical. At
least I’m warm.” Natalie fumed.
I tried to hide the fact that I was about
two minutes away from shivering
uncontrollably. “Please,” I began
nervously, “It’s not even cold.”
“Whatever,” she said as she
descended from her front steps. “I think
I’ll ask you that question again in five
minutes.” And we began to walk.
The walk wasn’t far. In the summer,
Natalie and I would take our time and
talk about everything, as we drank in the

warm air and stared into the blue and
white spotted sky. But now, in the winter,
we barely spoke. Our pace was fast and
determined. The less time we spent
outside in the chilled air the better. Today
was no exception, as we arrived at the
bus stop in record time. Almost sprinting,
we raced into the sheltered hub. Between
clouds of smoky air, Natalie panted,
“That’s it.. .I’m.. .moving to Florida.”
I leaned out from the sheltered bus
stop and peered down the street. A mass
of luxury sedans and mini-vans littered
the road. Car after car was covered in
bumper stickers praising their superior
students, each more monotonous than the
next. The cars spilled dark clouds of

fumes from their exhaust pipes, which
swirled into the atmosphere, dispersing
and dirtying the air we breathed. I rolled
my eyes and glanced to the colorless sky.
Not a flake in sight. In the summer, the
sky would look more inviting, and the
cars less polluting.
“See it yet?” Natalie questioned
through clenched teeth.
“’Course not,” I said leaning back into
the bus stop. As Natalie and I stood
silently, I began to eavesdrop.
“Isn’t this cold just awful?” An older
woman sitting on the bench complained.
She leaned forward supporting herself
on a long white cane.
“You’re telling me. At least it’s not
snowing. Then I’d have to worry about
my mother down in Jersey. She hates the
snow — can’t stand this weather,”
replied a younger man to her left.
Lost in their conversation I didn’t
even see the bus pulling up. Natalie
grabbed my arm. “Cold yet?” she
questioned.
“Maybe just a little.”
As we boarded the bus, relief washed
over me and the chill was erased. I
suddenly forgot what it was like to be
cold. Sitting next to the window with
Natalie at my side, I stared outside
through the frost. I leaned my head
gently against the Plexiglas and sighed
as I rested my eyes.
10 minutes later, the bus lurched to a
stop, awakening me from my daydreams.
Cautiously we stepped down the steps
and were once again consumed by the
arctic air. Shivering I looked ahead at
what appeared to be a stray snowflake.
Looking around, it seemed that nobody
had noticed it but me. It tumbled and
spun past my eyes and down towards the
asphalt. It landed and lasted only a
moment before it melted and
disappeared. A smile crept across my
face, and suddenly the air wasn’t as cold
as it was before.
“Coming?” Natalie asked.
“Of course,” I replied, still smiling.

Not just another (Hanson) concert
The true tale of one awestruck Super-Fan’s experience meeting her dream men
by

Katie McBrine ’04
Portfolio Staff

Me: Hi guys.
Isaac: Hey, what’s up?
Me: Hi.
Zac: Hi.
Me: Hello.
Taylor: Hello.
Me: Oh, he’s so cute (in reference to the
baby).
Taylor’s Insanely Lucky Wife: Thanks
so much.
Me: Good luck with the show, guys!
Taylor: Thanks.

You have just read a transcript of the
defining moment of my life. This
summer, I conversed with the actual
Hanson brothers. Many of you may not
realize that they continue to produce
music; however, preposterously
hardcore fans—such as myself— follow
their deepening musical career with a
sharp eye.
So this summer I attended a concert
in Boston with a fellow Hanson fan
friend. The preparation for the event was
monstrous: new tank top, new bra to go
with it, sweat-proof makeup, disposable

island records

The dreamy trio: Taylor, Zac, and
Isaac (Taylor’s wife and bodyguards
not included in author’s fantasy).
cameras, driving/parking/train plans, etc.
The random passersby in front of the
venue laughed at the spectacle of
campers at the door and girls begging to
go backstage. But when these men saw
the number and volume of females
waiting, their chuckles were quickly
turned into sparks of respect for a band
who generates this much estrogen.
When the doors to the venue were
opened, people were rushed in and
acrylic nails were clawing. Not even the
bouncers could control the mob. General
Admission is a death wish for this band.
I am tall, but I somehow ended up behind
some girl’s boyfriend (who may as well

have been Andre the Giant) for the first
few songs. But nothing can stop a Super
Fan. By the middle of the show, I was
front and center.
Let me just pose a question. How is
it that feeling of the grimy, grody sweat
of the dancing stranger next to me
rubbing against my neck makes me want
to yak, but when I was close enough to
feel the glistening sweat of Zac
Hanson’s forearm, my impulse was to
lick my fingers and never wash again?
Strange.
I am proud to say that after the show,
I became the proud owner of Taylor
Hanson’s cold. No folks, he did not
cheat on his wife. Knowing how to work
the post-concert scene, I managed to
obtain the actual water bottle that lay
atop Taylor’s piano— from which I saw
him drink during the show. To make a
long story short, I was dehydrated and
had a half-full bottle of H2O goodness
in my arms. How could I not? Five days
later, I woke up with a cold in the middle
of August! Let’s just say I wasn’t such
an unhappy camper during that illness,
knowing I had little Hanson germs
pumping through my veins.
Now let’s turn to the most significant
moment of my human existence. As I

mentioned, fans were gathered outside
the venue before the show, hoping to
be the first through the doors when they
opened. (I am not lying when I say that
the girls at the door, had been there for
over 30 hours— only my summer job
and city safety kept me from being there
as well.)
I left my friend to hold our place in
line, as I wandered around the back of
the concert location. There I was in an
abandoned alleyway—not a soul in
sight. Realizing the potential danger of
the situation, I turned to head back to
meet my friend. Just as my body swung
around, two mammoth, bald men
stepped outside an unlabeled door right
beside me into the alleyway. I tried to
hurry past them, thinking they would
be mad at my wandering around.
It is a damn good thing I am a slow
person. Because in that instant, a white
minivan pulled up less than a foot in
front of me, and who inched out but the
brothers three. Before my very eyes, the
centers of my earthy life were chatting
and laughing with one another as they
made their way from the van to the door.
Words cannot contain the elation and
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Poetry Corner
What If Not

At the Corner of
Hope and Doubt

by Joan

Barker ’04

Managing Editor
by

Chris Fahey ’05

Portfolio Staff

I am one person, alone in size.
Where will I go and what will I see?
Where will I end; who will 1 be?
The time I spend taking my time,
I want to keep for security.
I want to relax
And not worry about later, the forever
And ever of the time that is ahead.
I want not to care for free,
I want to live my life inexpensively.

Every turn, every notion,
Every tune, every motion, grounded,
Limits blown to pieces,
Endless highway in the sunshine,
Eternal water below the moon.

My world, my life, myself, alone.

Reflection Shards
by

Christopher Parcels ’04
Portfolio Staff

I spent the evening cleaning up reflections
That were scattered, shattered on the bathroom floor.
I tried my hand at the reunification
Of yesterday and today, of myself and the world.
But certainly tomorrow I will view myself again
In a thousand sharp-edged images
With no semblance of a common theme
With no reason for the rhyme
With no memory of the dream
Embedded in the lime.
So I shall spend another evening on my knees
In humble supplication to anyone
Who can preserve me blameless,
And who will not be cut by these reflection-shards
That have scarred my withered hands.

Hanson:Yes, they do still exist
continued from page 16
shock that struck me. First, I looked
around me for some sort of validation.
Was I dreaming?

The exchange was short, and
of no consequence to the lads,
but to me the cosmic universe
was in just the right place.
There was not a single screaming fan
or running crowd. It was me and
Hanson. (My memory tends to
eliminate the two bouncers and Mrs.
Taylor Hanson who were also present
for fantasy’s sake.)

Boy, you are a touch to my back three years ago,
pulling worn tee shirt down over nervous skin
gentle and slow, as though you cared.

The conversation found at the
beginning of my tale ensued at this
moment. The exchange was short, and
of no consequence to the lads, but to me
the cosmic universe was in just the right
place. The earth could have crumbled
under my feet, and the heavens could
have parted, and I would have still been
standing there, with jaw dropped.
There is nothing more to write. There
is nothing more to learn or experience
in this life. The concert setting was a
typical one for me (being the fourth
show veteran I am).
But on this particular day, for seven
seconds this summer, my life force
crossed paths with the life forces of the
Hanson brothers and that is enough for
me.

Lying stretched across the bed,
chin pressed into crossed arms,
dim, and drawn back through
flirtatious laughter and an innocent seduction.
Sun setting on a beachside rooftop,
I wanted to sneak away with you,
and find your touch in the dark waters
past the glass-littered parking lot,
where you walked barefoot and cut
the skin of your heel,
the soft, soft skin
I loved to feel.
There was nothing in our years.
I’m still filled with you.
I wear you over my skin.

Picking up the pieces
by

Katie Hughes ’06
Portfolio Staff

My brother liked to take things apart
when he was little. He loved finding out
how things worked. He pulled apart
appliances like remote controls, and
toaster ovens, to learn what made them
tick. More often than not, he
could not remember how to
them back together
(much to the chagrin of my
father). By dismantling half of our home
appliances, my brother figured out how
our appliances ran.
So why is it that we look to outside
sources to figure out how we “work” as
people? We pay therapists obscene
amounts of money to ask us questions
about ourselves. We write to advice
columnists asking for their opinion on
our failed relationships and our
dysfunctional lives. We call up our
friends (using up all peak minutes) to
hear what they have to say about our
issues and problems. These types of
analysis (or over-analysis) all lead back
to one thing: deconstruction. Are we so
socially dependent that we are unable to
understand our own functioning without
the help of outside sources?
It seems like we have forgotten how
we “work.” Throughout our lives we
have been taught to dissect, explicate,
analyze, and explore our lives to find out
how we “work.” We usually need an
outsider to guide us. Why can’t we just
unscrew ourselves and figure it out? Are
we afraid of what we may find? Can we

take ourselves apart? Maybe the fear
isn’t self-deconstruction. Perhaps the
bigger fear is the not being able to re
assemble. We are a ten million-piece
puzzle with only two hands and a halfhour time limit. We are doomed for
failure, or are we?
I think my brother was on to
something, though. By being inquisitive
and taking apart appliances, he learned
how they functioned. It seems so simple
and easy, yet transferring his motives to
one’s own person seems abstract and
complicated. We need the safety of super
glue or the knowledge that we are under
warrantee in order to continue uninhib
ited.
Introspection is neglected in today’s
world of Tony Robbins infomercials and
“Dear Abby.” We have become so
dependent on the media and each other
that we forget the idea that maybe we
might have some of our own answers.
Or perhaps we second guess ourselves
continually and need the constant
positive reinforcement from others
before we, ourselves, can make a
decision or a judgment call. We are
lacking in self-confidence.
To remedy our inability to self
dissect, we must realize that discoveries
take time and that there are no quick
fixes. I might not understand how,
exactly, my brain functions and makes
me like and dislike certain things and
people. Yet I do know, that by looking
at the process intimately, I have a better
chance of understanding myself than I
do if I called Miss Cleo.

Roving Photographers
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What are you doing to make
sure you get the classes you
want next semester?

“Who cares, we’re seniors.”
Scott Albrecht’04 Peter Reardon’04

“Bribe our professors.”
Megan Fitzgerald ’07 Sara Kirk ’07

“Not taking any classes.”
Dina Morell ’04

“Get to Accino at 5:00 a.m. and wait.”
Susan Kasprow ’05

“Ensure that every computer on campus has a virus except ours.”
Tarra Dayton ’06 Tony Masi ’06
Neil Fortin ’06

“Threaten the registrar’s office by putting a flaming
bag in front of their door.”
Billy Madison

Blossom and Six
“Threaten the students of
Providence College so they are too
scared to register for our classes.”
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Standouts

Kim Smith

Dylan Wykes

Cross Country
Junior— Auckland, New Zealand
Smith captured the individual title and set a new
course record at the Big East Championships, finish
ing in a time of 20:01. Her finish made her the sixth
PC runner to win the title, and helped to lead the
nat-ionally ranked No. 8 Friars to a second-place
finish at the Championships.

Cross Country
Junior — Kingston, Ontario
Wykes was Providence’s top finisher at the Big East
Championships last weekend, finishing fourth
overall in a time of 24:44. His finish helped to lead
the Friars to a fourth-place finish overall.

Scores
Friday 10/31
Women’s Cross Country at Big East Champ.
Men’s Cross Country at Big East Champ.
Men’s Hockey at UMass
Women’s Hockey at Dartmouth

Schedules
2nd of 14
4th of 12
W6-2
L 7-2

Wednesday 11/5
Women’s Basketball vs. Bryant College (exhib.)
Volleyball at Marist

7:30 p.m.
7p.m.

Friday 11/7
Swimming and Diving at Montclair State
Men’s Hockey at Northeastern

5 p.m.
7 p.m.

Saturday 11/1
Volleyball vs. Georgetown
Men’s Hockey vs. UMass
Field Hockey at UConn

L 3-0
L 4-2
L 4-0

Saturday 11/8
Swimming and Diving vs Fairfield/Loyola

1 p.m.

Sunday 11/2
Men’s Soccer vs. Virginia Tech
Men’s Basketball vs. Global Sports (exhibition)

L 1-0
W 77-63

Sunday 11/9
Volleyball at St John’s
Men’s Soccer at Virginia Tech

2 p.m.
1 p.m.

L 2-0

Tuesday 11/11
Women’s Hockey vs. Harvard

7 p.m.

Tuesday 11/4
Men’s Soccer vs. Harvard

Standings
Men’s Cross Country National Rankings

Women’s Cross Country National Rankings
FinishLynx. Division I Women’s Cross Country Poll—released Nov. 4

MONDO Division I Men’s Cross Country Poll—released Nov. 4
Rank

Team

Pts.

Rank

Team

Pts. Rank

Team

Pts. Rank

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

Stanford
Wisconsin
Colorado
Iona
Northern Arizona
Michigan
Arkansas
Air Force
Georgetown
BYU
Indiana
Oregon
Ohio State

479
464
439
432
418
403
384
365
340
330
282
270
265

14
15
16
17
18
19
20

North Carolina State
Cal. Poly Sans Luis
Villanova
Colorado State
Notre Dame
Georgia
Washington

252 1
242 2
239 3
236 4
223 5
179 6
167 7

Stanford
Brigham Young
North Carolina
Notre Dame
North Carolina State
Colorado
Michigan

387
380
362
345
341
311
308

21

PROVIDENCE

138

8

PROVIDENCE

292

22
23
24
25

Central Michigan
Oklahoma State
Florida State
Arizona State

129
128
127
94

9
10
11
12
13

Columbia
Northern Arizona
Arizona State
Michigan State
Wake Forest

269
265
264
254
241

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Team

Pts.

Princeton
UCLA
Georgetown
Penn State
Baylor
Marquette
Missouri
Villanova
Colorado State
UC Santa Barbara
Tennessee
Duke

234
213
205
171
158
150
142
124
120
99
87
68
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Friars: frightful Halloween PC: two top five finishes
continued from back page
reflected our play, but I think it reflected
how they took advantage of
opportunities and we didn’t.”
Head Coach Bob Deraney
commented that the result is further
indication that orchestrating a string of
steady performances on the ice remains
a key priority for his players.
“We have not played consistently,” he
said. “We haven’t put a full 60 minutes
together yet. Those are things that we’re
going to have to continue to work on and
that I think we are addressing.”
Deraney reaffirmed his commitment
to the Women’s Hockey program at
Providence this past Monday, extending
his contract for another five years. In
his four seasons as head coach, Derany

has posted an 83-43-18 record, and has
guided the team to two league titles and
one tournament championship.
“I can’t believe I’m already in my
fifth year,” Deraney said. “The last four
years have gone by so fast. We’ve done
some wonderful things and there are a
lot of things that I still want to do with
this program. I’m very excited and
looking forward to the challenge of the
next five years.”
Coach Deraney’s first post-extension
task will be preparing the team for its
upcoming fixture against nationally
ranked No. 3 Harvard. The Friars will
look to earn their first top-10 victory as
they host the Crimson on Tuesday, Nov.
11, at Schneider Arena.

Make Your Voice Heard
Guest Speaker:
Matt Brown Rl Secretary of State

Come Register To Vote!
When: Wednesday, November 12
Where: McPhail's
Time: 7:00 p.m.

Sponsored By Political Science Departement

continued from back page
Both teams’ are already expecting to
head to the NCAA tournament at the end
of the month in Cedar Falls, Iowa.
“As a team we ran okay at the Big
East,” said Smith. “But, a lot of different
things can happen in three weeks and
we’re hoping to improve during the
time.”
“We’re going to get our three, four
and five spots for the women back up to
where they were at the Penn State
Invitational,” said Treacy. “I think if the
men keep running as well as they have
been we’ll be safe enough, we just need
our five spot to run a little closer.”
“The Big East is really good prep
aration because we run against top con
tenders, so it’s good in that sense,” said
Cullen. “But hopefully as a team we can
run better and qualify for nationals.”
The team is now preparing for the
NCAA Regionals which will take place
two weeks from now in Boston. If the
men and women finish in the top two
spots at this meet, they will auto
matically qualify for the NCAA
Championships.
“I think the team’s pretty confident
right now that we’ll be at the top two at
regionals and we know we need to stay
focused for the next two weeks,” said
Wykes. “Myself and [junior] Pat
Moulden weren’t as close as we needed
to be at the Big East but if the two of us
can be at the race and if our next four
are closer together than they were at the
Big East, I think we’ll do well.”
And for the Friars there is nothing but
light at the end of the tunnel. The women
are expected to finish in the top five at
the Championships with Smith leading
the way. The race is expected to be a
battle between Smith and North Carolina’s Shalane Flanagan, who just

COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO OFFICE

Dylan Wykes placed fourth overall
at the Big East Championships .
recently became the first cross country
runner to win four straight ACC titles.
“The way Kim ran over the weekend
she can challenge Flanagan,” said
Cullen. “If I can be close to her so we
can finish in the top 10 to 15 in the
individual race, hopefully the team will
see us doing well and it will help them
to do well also.”
The men are expected to finish in the
top 10 at the Championships, but right
now, their goal is to qualify for the meet.
They hope do so at the Regionals, where
their main competition will be Iona.
“Our goal for the year is to be in the
top ten at nationals,” said Wykes.
“Hopefully we’ll all have a good race
on that day and things will fall into place
so we’ll be in the top 10.”___________

CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED
Fraternities - Sororities Clubs - Student Groups

FOR RENT
Unfurnished Apartments
2-6 bedrooms Dishwasher,
laundry facilities, alarm
system, parking. Students
welcome Pembroke, Eaton,
and Oakland Streets A mustsee !Please call Jim
at 247-2129

SPRING BREAK

#1 Spring Break Vacations, Cancun,
Jamaica, Acapulco, Bahamas,
Earn $l,000-$2,000 this
Florida, S. Padre. 110% Best Prices!
semester with a proven
All Trips Include up to 50 hours free
CampusFundraiser 3 hour
drinks. We only use the best hotels.
fundraising event. Our free
Book NOW and get FREE PARTIES
programs make fundraising
AND MEALS. Group discounts.
easy with no risks.
Now hiring campus reps- 15 friends
Fundraising dates are filling Apartments for Rent! Pembroke and travel free! 1-800-234-7007
quickly, so get with the
www. endlesssummertours .com
Ave near PC. 1st, 2nd, and 3rd
program! It works.
floors. 3 or 4 large bedrooms,
Spring Break ’04 with
Contact CampusFundraiser new kitchen appliances, stove,
StudentCitv.com and Maxim
at (888) 923-3238, or visit
refrigerator, dishwasher, new
Magazine! Get hooked un with Free
www.campusfundraiser.com gas baseboard heat, and gas hot
Trips, Cash, and VIP Status as a
1988 Oldsmobile Delta
water, new bathrooms. Secure Campus Rep! Choose from 15 of the
White with Blue Interior,
area with lighted parking.
hottest destinations. Book early for
127,000 miles, Power win
$1200 per month.
FREE MEALS, FREE DRINKS and
dows, locks, steering, and
Call 274-7763.
150% Lowest Price Guarantee! To
brakes, Cassette player, alumi Student House Rentals for
reserve online or view our Photo
num wheels, tilt, new tires, 134 2004-2005 academic year 1/2 Gallerv. visit www.studentcitv.com
AC conversion, alternator.Two block to campus. Washer +
or Call 1-888-SPRINGBREAK!
years ago the battery, exhaust, dryer (not coin op)
***ACTNOW! Book 11 people,
and front brakes were re
Call 401-225-1067
get 12th trip free. Visit the official
placed. The car has some rust Make Money Taking Online
website
for spring break ’04. The
but rest assured it runs excel
Surveys
best deals to the hottest destinations.
lent. It was my grandparent’s
Earn $10-$ 125 for Surveys
Group discounts for 6+
car and has plenty of life left in Earn $25-$250 for Focus
www.springbreakdiscounts.com
or
it. $750.00 or best offer.
Groups Visit
800-838-8202
Contact Adam D. Aquilante,
www.cash4students.com/ripc
Officer 42 at Safety and
Security at 241-8647 or leave a
Want to be seen by over 4,000 people each week?
message in the office for
This space could be yours! Contact The Cowl at
Aquilante (42) at 865-2391.
401-865-2214 about advertising in the classified section!

SPRING BREAK
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Big East: five new members
continued from back page
Providence College? It’s rather
simple, actually.
The Friars are now in the best
basketball conference in the country.
For so long there was a debate on who
actually was the better conference, the
ACC or the Big East. With this move,
it is obvious that the Big East is once
again the Beast of College Basketball.
The numbers serve to support this
statement. If the moves were to be
made today, the Big East would have
seven teams in the nation’s top 25—
UConn, Syracuse, Notre Dame,
Louisville, Cincinnati, Pittsburgh and
Marquette. That isn’t what makes the
conference special however,—what
sets it apart is the depth it possesses.
There is not one team in the league
that an opposing team see as an easy
win. In the past, there was a team
around such as, say, Virginia Tech
which had not made a post season

tournament since the team’s entrance
into the conference, which teams could
look at as almost a guaranteed victory.
Now it is a different story—there is
no sure win. The conference has 16
members, out of which 14 played in a
postseason tournament last year. The
numbers for this new and improved
Big East Conference are astounding
and the statistics continually back it as
the best basketball conference in the
country, and some may even say ever.
So here we are in the 25th year of
the conference’s existence, the silver
anniversary, an event that is not being
celebrated, but rather overlooked.
What should have been a year of
commemoration is now a year of
resentment and reconstruction. Like a
high school relationship, both got what
they wanted and it was good while it
lasted—however it came to an abrupt
end before either side could say,
“happy anniversary.”

Soccer: in Big East Tournament
continued from back page
penalty kick.
PC had several chances to pull even,
but the equalizer proved too elusive.
Providence finished the match with nine
shots to Virginia Tech’s 16, and Newman
and freshman goalkeeper Chris Konopka
recorded four saves apiece in a losing
effort.
Despite the loss, the match was not
without bright spots. Wexler was a thorn
in the side of the oposing defense all day,
senior Jonathan Rhode turned in a strong
effort at midfield, and senior captain
Greg Bennett marshaled the defense well
in his second game back from injury. It
was a good team effort overall—one
which the scoreline didn’t reflect.
Daley saw the positives from the
game and remained upbeat about his
squad’s chances for taking down the

same Virginia Tech side next Sunday.
“I think that a win is within our
grasp,” he said. “We have to play with a
lot of urgency and loads of incentive.
We’ll just work with the cards played to
us.”
And considering the circumstances,
the cards dealt to them could have been
a lot worse. Virginia Tech is a good team,
but they by no means dominated the
game on Sunday.
With an overall record that now
stands at 6-8-2, Providence stands little
chance of qualifying for the NCAA
tournament unless they first make a run
in the Big East tourney—a goal which
Daley believes is achievable.
“I think we have a very legitimate
shot to win that game,” he said. “There’s
no looking past them because they’ve
beaten us already, but we have to like
our chances.”
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Men’s Basketball rusty out of gate
Despite 22 turnovers,
PC wins first exhibition game, led by
three Friars in double
figures
by

Stephen O’Keefe ’05
Sports Staff

In the exhibition season the main
goal is to work the rust off after seven
months without a competitive game. In
its first action of the 2003-04 season, the
Providence College
MEN’S Men’s Basketball
BASKETBALL team showed a tell
tale sign of rust—
sloppy play. Despite turning the ball
over 22 times, the Friars pulled out a 7763 win over the Global Sports All Stars
on Sunday at the Dunkin Donuts Center.
Providence broke open a 44-44 tie
with a 33-19 run over the final 16:31.
Junior forward Ryan Gomes ignited and
spearheaded the charge, scoring eight
straight points in a three minute span to

start the decisive run for the Friars.
Included in the banage was Gomes’ first
career three-pointer at the collegiate
level.
While a turnover riddled game may
not be the ideal scenario, neither is it a
cause for concern.
“Obviously stepping out for the first
time as a basketball team against outside
competition, it is probably a little too
early to play a game after two weeks (of
practice),” said Head Coach Tim Welsh.
“A lot of them (turnovers) were
unforced. We just tried to do a little bit
too much. We just tried to go to quick.”
Part of the reason for the giveaways
is that with both a core group of veteran
players returning from last season, in
addition to strong newcomers expected
to contribute early, Welsh is still
searching for a set rotation.
In the process he is splitting minutes
among nine players. Against Global
Sports All Stars, nine Friars logged at
least 15 minutes and PC had a 10th
player play 11 minutes. With so much
juggling of the line-up it was difficult
for them to get into any type of rhythm.
“Coach tried to play a lot of guys and
tried to figure out a rotation” said senior
forward Chris Anrin. “I think we played

Boston University
School of Medicine
MENTAL HEALTH AND BEHAVIORAL MEDION
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OPEN HOUSE
Friday, November 7, 2003
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Boston, MA 02215
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Boston, MA 02118
617-414-2328 ♦
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Junior forward Tuukka Kotti pulled down a game-high eight rebounds and
also recorded two blocked shots for Providence in its 77-63 triumph over the
Global Sports All-Stars in the first exhibition game of the 2003-04 season.
well together for the first game.”
experience out there,” said Welsh.
Gomes displayed his usual con
And by looking at the numbers and
sistency in the exhibition opener, pouring the roster, he just may be correct in
in 18 points in only 23 minutes of action assuming so. The entire starting lineup
to lead all scorers. Senior forward Maris is back from last year which means they
Laksa and Anrin joined Gomes in double do not have to learn Welsh’s coaching
figures, tallying 12 and 11 points, style or philosophy. Instead they can
focus on cutting down the turnovers.
respectively.
Anrin’s play in particular was a bright
Despite the turnovers, defense and
spot for Providence. He shot the ball rebounding were two more positives for
more quickly than usual without losing Providence.
accuracy, and connected on four of his
“I thought that in the second half
six shots, including three of four from today we did [play at a high level],” said
long range.
Welsh. “I thought our defense was very
“I feel much more confident this year impressive. “We got up on their
about my shot,” said Anrin. “I have been shooters; we banged with their big guys
working on it in play with my [Swedish] a little bit. Rob Sanders (junior) gave us
National team and I try to get extra shots a big lift defensively on the wing.”
in practice.”
Junior Tuukka Kotti was especially
If either he or Laksa can play impressive cleaning the glass, with the
consistent minutes the way they did forward snagging a game high eight
Sunday, it will provide PC with another rebounds to complement two blocked
sharpshooter to compliment the trio of shots.
Sheiku Kabba and Abdul Mills—both
“I thought we did okay. I am not
seniors—and sophomore Donnie going to say we played great because it
McGrath.
has only been two weeks of practice, but
Sunday’s game marked the first time we played good,” Gomes said. “We have
Mills has seen the floor in a Friars to keep picking it up on defense and I
uniform since early last year, as Mills think that is going to help us win Big
was forced to redshirt last season due to East games and non-conference games.”
a hip-injury. Mills contributed three
Working off the early-season rust and
rebounds, three assists and three steals taking better care of the ball will also go
in 19 minutes on the floor.
a long way in helping the Friars win
The best news for PC as the year starts games over the course of a brutal
is that it is an experienced team with a schedule.
lot of depth.
Providence’s next and final exhibition
“I think we can advance quicker game is Saturday, Nov. 15, against
because of the fact that we have so much USDBL at the Dunkin Donuts Center.
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One-and-one in home and home
by

Larry Harvey ’05
Sports Staff

The Providence College
Men’s Hockey team finished
October with a win, but the
beginning of November
brought
little
MEN’S more than a loss.
HOCKEY
On Friday, the
'Friars produced
their first Hockey East win of
the season by beating the
University of Massachusetts 62 on the road. However,
Saturday saw the Friars drop
another close game at home,
with PC falling 4-2 to conclude
a home-and-home series with
the Minutemen.
The Friars dealt UMass their
first loss of the season on
Friday. Freshman left-wing
Kevin Brooks scored the first
goal of the game, his first
collegiate goal, to put the Friars
up 1-0 in the first period. PC
took a two goal lead when
senior defenseman Stephen
Wood snapped a wrist shot by
UMass goalie Gabe Winer.
The second period was no
different with the offense
continuing to roll for the Friars.
Junior Dave Carpentier scored
his first goal of the season, to
give PC a 3-0 lead.
Providence’s fourth goal
came when junior Jeff Mason’s
shot slid through traffic and past
Winer. The Minutemen got on
the board with just under thirty
seconds left in the second
period, to go into the third
period behind 4-1.
The Friars refused to relent
in the final period. Freshman
center Tony Zancanaro took
advantage of a breakaway to put
PC up by four again, less than
five minutes into the period.
Stephen Werner brought the
Minutemen within three, with
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Above: Senior defenseman Jason Platt scored the first goal
for the Friars in the first period of PC’s 4-2 loss to UMass on
Saturday.

KRISTIN ELLIS ’05rThe Cowl

half a period remaining, but
there would be no rally for
UMass, with freshman Colin
McDonald scoring on the power
play for the game’s final goal.
Sophomore Bobby Goepfert
recorded 21 saves in the
winning effort.
“I think having six guys
score goals was certainly a
positive for us,” said Head
Coach Paul Pooley. “That
shows that we have a lot of
depth, and our guys are playing
well. Actually it was a fun game
to coach, because everybody
was playing well. Bobby
played well in the net. It was a
great team effort.”
Saturday, however, did not
yield the same results. The
Minutemen came out strong,

out-shooting the Friars 15-1
early in the first period. Thomas
Pock, UMass’ biggest offensive
threat, scored from the blue line
on a power play to give the Min
utemen a 1-0 lead. PC res
ponded less than a minute later,
with a goal from the point by
senior defenseman Jason Platt.
The second period saw the
Minutemen continue to pour on
the pressure. Pock blasted
another shot from the point
during a power play to put
UMass up 2-1.
The Friars were struggling to
clear the zone, and UMass’
pressure finally paid off as Tim
Vitek put the Minutemen up by
two with another goal.
Providence seemed to be
getting frustrated, having

Left: Freshman Chase Watson assisted on David
Carpentier’s goal in the second period of Providence’s 6-2
victory over the Minutemen on Friday.
trouble moving the puck The Friars, in a final attempt to
cleanly, and tempers began to tie the game pulled Cacciola,
flare. The Friars regained their but UMass added an empty net
composure with another goal goal to seal the game.
scored from the point.
Cacciola made a career high
Sophomore defenseman Luke 32 saves in a hard fought loss.
Irwin snapped a wrist shot to
“Friday night, was just more
pull the Friars within one with of a control game. Saturday
18 seconds left to play in the night we came out of the gate
second period.
and didn’t match their
The momentum in the third intensity.” said Pooley. “[We]
period shifted back and forth. played a great road game, and
Down by one, and looking to it was unfortunate that they
catch up, the Friars had several came in and turned the tables on
scoring opportunities that didn’t us, quite honestly, until the third
go their way. The Minutemen period.”
also continued to pressure,
PC is now 5-2-1, but only 1forcing junior David Cacciola to 2-1 in conference play. The
stop a breakaway.
Friars return to action looking
Gabe Winer made several for their second Hockey East
sprawling saves in the final victory against at Northeastern,
minutes to keep UMass ahead. on Nov. 7.

Sports
Happy

Anniversary?
On its 25th anniversary,
the Big East has
three divorces and
five new weddings
by

Ryan Durkay ’05
Sports Staff

This upcoming year was
supposed to be the anniversary
for the Big East. Founded 25
years ago, the league’s first
commissioner
Dave Gavitt had
OPINION a dream to start
a conference
that would be known for its
superior basketball com
petition. With teams based
around the major media mar
kets, it was inevitable that the
conference would flourish.
Twenty-five years later, on the
eve of the con-ference’s
anniversary, it is not so much
an anniversary being cel
ebrated but a new beginning.
This summer, the Atlantic
Coast Conference in essence
raided the Big East and stole
football powers Miami and
Virginia Tech. There was talk
of possibly adding another Big
East school in either Syracuse
or Boston College. Both
schools, which were also
original members of the Big
East, made statements that if
invited they would not accept.
Despite this gentleman’s
agreement, on Oct. 12, Boston
College accepted the ACC’s
invitation to join its ranks. So
where exactly does this leave
the conference now?
On Tuesday, the rumors
that had been floating around
pretaining to the conference’s
next steps were made official
when the Big East held a press
conference to announce the
new additions to the league.
Cincinnati, Louisville and
South Florida will participate
in all sports and DePaul and
Marquette will join the Con
ference in all sports except
football. This move was
approved by a vote of the
league’s presidents and all
schools will begin to par
ticipate in conference play in
2005-06 academic year.
When the ACC expansion
was made official, it was
obvious that the Big East had
to make a move to compensate
for its loss. Right away, it was
definite that the league would
send invitations to Cincinatti,
Louisville, and Marquette.
There were also rumors
that the Big East would send
invitations to Atlantic 10
schools Xavier and Dayton or
to Metro Atlantic Conference
school Marshall. When it was
made clear that Conference
USA wanted an all division
1A-A football conference, it
became clear that South
Florida would receive an
invitation, and the up and
coming program DePaul
would get the last.
The addition of South
Florida is key in that it helps
the Big East maintain its
Florida media market, while
DePaul will give the league a
handle on the Chicago media.
What does this mean for
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Women’ s hockey suffers first loss
Dartmouth avenges
defeat from last
season with 7-2
victory over Friars;
Coach Deraney
extends contract
by

Pat Brown ’05
Sports Staff

This past Halloween, the
Providence College Women’s
Hockey team traveled to
Dartmouth knowing full well
that it would
WOMEN’S take many a
HOCKEY trick if they
were to treat
themselves to a victory on the
road against the second ranked
team in the nation.
However, PC was unaware
that they were about to step into
a haunted house of hockey
horror, as the Big Green skated
its way to a 7-2 victory over the
visiting Friars.
The loss, Providence’s first
of the season, drops the Friars’
overall record to 1-1-2, and their
spot in the national polls to No.
6.
Both teams jumped out to a
strong start and were evenly
matched throughout the first
period. PC’s best chance in the
opening minutes came from a
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Senior captain and defensemen Meredith Roth assisted on
senior Darlene Stephenson’s goal in the second period in
Providence’s 7-2 loss to No. 2 Dartmouth.
two-on-one, in which junior
forward Ashley Payton rattled
a wrist shot off the goalie’s
mask.
Dartmouth’s offense would
be the first to break the
deadlock, though, as it pulled
out to a 3-0 lead following the
intermission. This deficit
seemed to kickstart the Friars
into action, as they redoubled

their efforts in search of an
opening goal.
Senior forward Darlene
Stephenson put them on the
board midway through the
second period, after having
been set up by classmates
Meredith Roth and Kelli
Halcisak. Looking anxious to
sink their teeth into a comebackcoated apple, the Friars cut the

lead to 3-2 early in the third
when junior forward Rush
Zimmerman re-directed fresh
man Kristen Gigliotti’s shot
from the blue line.
The momentum would be
short-lived, however, as Dart
mouth carved out PC’s defense
like a pumpkin, and proceeded
to light it up like a jack
o’lantern, netting four un
answered goals to round out the
scoring.
Though they ended up on the
short end of a lopsided score,
the team agreed that there is
more to the story than the final
tally suggests.
“I don’t think it’s a reflection
of our team at all,” said
Zimmerman. “I think that we’re
a stronger team than what was
displayed on Friday night and
all of our hearts are set on
improving that, and proving to
everyone that supports us that
we’re a much stronger and more
passionate team than we
showed we were on Friday.”
“They took advantage of the
seams we left open,” added
Roth, one of the squad’s
captains. “When we left
somebody open, they took
advantage and capitalized. We
had some good chances but we
didn’t capitalize on them, and
that took the momentum away
from us. I don’t think the score
FRIARS/Page 20

A loss but a win for the Friars
by

Kevin O’Brien ’07
Sports Staff

Heading into this week, the
Providence College Men’s
Soccer team knew that a win on
Sunday against Virginia Tech
would assure it a
MEN’S spot in the Big
SOCCER East Tournament.
The bad news
is the Friars lost. But, here is
the good news: it didn’t matter,
because they qualified anyway.
A 1-0 loss on Sunday to the
Hokies was rendered mean
ingless by the outcomes of
earlier Big East matches,
namely Villanova’s 2-0 loss to
Notre Dame and Seton Hall’s 31 win over Boston College.
The results combined to lock
PC into the seventh spot in the
standings, and with the top eight
teams qualifying, Providence
fell backwards into the

tournament, on the heels of a
three game losing skid.
Was it the ideal way to head
into playoffs? No. Will the
Friars take it? Absolutely.
“Obviously I’m not happy
with the result,” commented
Head Coach Chaka Daley. “I
know we would have liked to
finish off Big East play on a
good note. But there are a lot
of positives we can get out of
the game.”
The match was an intriguing
one, to say the least, and
although the Friars were
guaranteed the seventh seed for
playoffs, Virginia Tech was still
fighting for position. Sitting in
third place, the Hokies found
themselves one point adrift of
second place Notre Dame. A
win would catapult them to the
runner-up position behind St.
John’s—and a first-round Big
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Freshman midfielder David
Chase sends the ball upfield.
East tournament matchup with
none other than Providence.

The Friars themselves, on
the other hand, were not playing
Big East seeding but, as Daley
put it, “to get our heads straight
for the tournament.”
With both teams throwing
caution to the wind, the match
was an entertaining affair, with
both goals being threatened
early and often. Providence
goalkeeper,
senior Jeff
Newman, saw his post rattled at
least once in the first half.
The Friars had their chances,
many created by sophomore
forward Ian Wexler, but each
team went into halftime with
nothing yet to show for their
efforts.
It was not until midway
through the second half that
Virginia Tech was able to break
the deadlock, slotting home a
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PC races to the finish at Big East Championships
Cross Country has a
strong showing at Big
East Championships;
Smith and Cullen
finish first and second
by

Stephanie LaCharite ’06
Sports Staff

The Providence College
Women’s Cross Country team
captured the individual title and
a new course record, but it
wasn’t enough to
CROSS win the Big East
COUNTRY Tournament this
past weekend at
Van Cortlandt Park in the
Bronx.
Both the men’s and women’s
teams participated in the event;

the women finishing second and
the men fourth. The women’s
team captured the top two slots
in the individual race with
juniors Kim Smith and Mary
Cullen finishing first and
second respectively. The men
had one finisher in the top five,
junior Dylan Wykes, who
placed fourth.
This year was an im
provement for the women from
last season when the team
finished in fourth place. For the
men, it was a slight drop from
its second place finish in 2002.
“Individually we’re really
happy because it was a brilliant
performance,” said Cullen. “We
were disappointed as a team
though because we thought this

was going to be the year we
would win it, but we still did
better than last year.”
But, contrary to what you
may think, this was not a total
disappointment for either team.
For the men, the race was
expected to be a four-team
battle between the ranks of
Georgetown, Villanova, Notre
Dame, and Providence.
“We knew what it was going
to be,” said Head Coach Ray
Treacy. “It was great to be that
close to Villanova. Being so
close to second place and not
getting it was disappointing
though, but that’s just the way
things turned out.”
Going into the race the men
were ranked No. 20 in the

nation. In the race they tell to
Georgetown, Notre Dame and
Villanova—all of which were
also nationally ranked—13th,
24th, and 11th, respectively.
The women went into the
race trailing Notre Dame in the
national polls, as the Irish were
ranked No. 7, and PC No. 8.
“We went in wanting to pull
an upset over Notre Dame, but
they ran very well that day,”
said Treacy. “But Kim [Smith]
and Mary [Cullen] really put
themselves at the top of the
national picture in that race.”
However, placing behind
Notre Dame is not enough to put
a damper on PC’s ambitions.
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